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 August 2011 

DursleyTabernacle Wot’s On

www.dursleytab.org.uk
Sun31July10.30am Morning worship led by Revd Simon Helme – including a celebration of Mission Rescue Holiday Club Theme: Face to Face. Readings: Genesis 32:22–31; Psalm 17:1–7, 15; Romans 9:1–5; Matthew 14:13–21 

Mon 1 Aug The Ministers Day Off is now Monday. Please try to avoid contacting him on that day unless it is an emergency. 

Tue 2 Aug 9am-11.30am  Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises. Come and help us if you can with this worthwhile job.  Painting, mending things, any DIY jobs etc. 

Tue 2 Aug 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room. 

Wed 3 Aug 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle, fresh  coffee and other refreshments served along with delicious goodies. Healthy snacks and pick n mix lunches available for children. All are welcome! Drop in and have a coffee: toys and craft activities available for children. No charge to play, refreshments modestly priced.  We look forward to welcoming you! Helpers also needed to set up and clear up after the morning. 

Sun 7 Aug 10.30am Communion Service led by Revd Simon Helme Theme: Chosen Journeys. Reading:  Genesis 24: 34–38, 42–49, 58–67;  Psalm 45: 10–17or Song of Songs 2: 8–13; 

Romans 7:15–25a; Matthew 11:16–19,25–30 

Tue 9 Aug 9.am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises. New helpers welcome. 

Tue 9 Aug 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room.

Wed 10 Aug 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Thu 11 Aug 9am-11.30am The Leprosy Mission Coffee Morning at the Tabernacle .

(See inside for full details.)

Sun 14 Aug 10.30am Morning Worship led by Bob Alger.

Tue 16 Aug 9am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.

Tue 16 Aug 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room.

Wed 17 Aug 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Sun 21 Aug 10.30am Morning worship led by Julie Jeffries.

Tue 23 Aug 9am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.

Tue 23 Aug 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room.

Wed 24 Aug 10an-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.  

26-29 Aug. GREENBELT CHRISTIAN ARTS FESTIVAL takes place at Cheltenham racecourse over bank holiday weekend Check out the line up on www.greenbelt.org.uk 

Sun 28 Aug 10.30am NO SERVICE AT TAB
Pastorate Service at Sharpness URC led by Revd Simon Helme Theme: When all seems lost.   Readings: Genesis 37:1–4,12–28; Psalm 105:1–6, 16–22,45b; Romans 10:5–15; Matthew 14:22–33    

Tue 30 Aug 9am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.

Tue 30 Aug 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room.

Wed 31 Aug 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.                                    

 FLOWERS FOR JULY WERE KINDLY GIVEN BY:- 

July 3
In memory of Marjorie Norris
July 10  Mary Sherratt       July 17 Anne Noden                                                                                          July 24 Joy Strong



July 31 The Hearn Family                                                                                                                                                                                                                     A rota for those wishing to give flowers to our church is now on the notice board in the vestibule.  Please put your name against the date you prefer and let Joan Kingham know whether you wish to buy your own flowers or would prefer to give a donation to the flower fund.   At present the 11th September is available if  someone would like to give the flowers on that date Joan Kingham would be pleased to hear from you.    

News of the church family.

The service of thanksgiving for the life of Ruby Leonard , a much loved member of the Tabernacle, took place at the church on Friday July 22nd , and many of her friends were there to remember her.  Ruby at the age of 94, was not quite the oldest member, but she had been a member for more years than anyone else, and had connections with our church for all her life.  Brought up in the church she, with her parents and beloved sister Mollie took a full part in all it’s activities.  Ruby had a beautiful singing voice, she belonged to our church choir, singing solos’ in many of the cantatas that were performed, and was in great demand as a soloist in other churches in the area, and also in Bristol where she lived after her marriage to Roy.  After Roy’s early death she continued to live in Bristol, singing in several choirs there, but she still came home to Dursley every weekend to sing in our choir.  She loved the Tabernacle and its worship and she also loved to visit the Quarry Chapel, and supported all the various fund raising activities with great generosity,  even when she could no longer get to church she still gave to all events, especially caring for Betty Hearn’s Thursday coffee mornings. It was a great sadness to her,  when ill health forced her to move to a residential care home, but she was always so grateful to our minister and many other friends who visited her there.  

Her wonderful memory helped to keep her in touch with all her family and friends and in particular she loved to remember children.  Having no children of her own, her sister Mollie’s  children and grandchildren were very special to her and it is to them that we offer our loving sympathy at this sad time.  It was lovely to see them all at the service.  Ruby’s great faith never failed her and although we shall miss her very much, we rejoice that she is now where she longed to be.

  We wish to thank the entire church for the gifts and cards we received on the occasion of the Sunday School Anniversary on 26 June in recognition of our services given to the Junior Church over many years; these will be sincerely cherished. We wish Zoe and her team all good wishes for the future and trust that the Junior Church will continue to flourish.  

Jayne and Iain.

Ron Jones has not had a very good month and our thoughts and prayers are with him and Angela.  The date of Peggy Tresise’ knee operation has been brought forward to August 18th  and we hope all will go well.  It is good to know that David Cameron Murphy’s  operation is safely over, and to hear that he is making a very good recovery.  There is also the good news that Jean Jukes is home at last, and we pray that she will soon be in less pain, and able to get out and about again.  

Congratulations to Joan Whiting who will celebrate her 80th birthday on August 4th .  We hope she will have a very happy day and thank her for all she does for our church. 

Our good wishes go with Maureen & Keith Mitchell as they move to their new home in Bournemouth.  We shall miss them. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY  At the last church meeting the issue of having a membership policy was raised. This was connected with changing from having a members directory to a church directory that would include the contact details of not just members but friends of the Tab. Whilst a majority of those present were in favour of such a move the elders felt on reflection, due to the lack of time at the church meeting to fully discuss this issue, the introduction of the church directory should be postponed until after the next church meeting. At this meeting the elders hope to bring a more detailed policy on membership which will hopefully put into context the desire to have a church directory.

Dursley Tabernacle School of Theology –Next meeting Thursday 1ST SEPT 7.30pm for 7.45pm Dursley Tab. If you wish to be part of this school you will need to get hold of a copy of Alister’s McGrath’s Christian theology: an introduction. There have been five revisions of the book. The present edition is published by Publisher: Wiley-Blackwell; 5th Edition edition (24 Sep 2010) ISBN-10: 1444335146 ISBN-13: 978-1444335149 Amazon are selling it at anything from £20-£5.  Please read chapter ELEVEN (The Doctrine of the Person of Christ) in preparation. Contact Revd Simon Helme, The Parsonage, 3 Parsonage Street, Dursley, GL11 4BW, 01453 542344. Other dates for the year are as follows: 29th September; 3rd November; 1st December  

AN OPEN ELDERS MEETING will take place at 7.30pm Thursday 8th September Tab Upper Hall. As mentioned at the recent church meeting, for a trial period, there will be occasional open elders meetings where members can meet up with elders in special ministries to discuss pertinent issues in the church life. At the Open Elders meeting on 8th Sept elders will be present in five different areas on the church premises between 7.30-8.30/9pm. They will represent the different areas of the church’s ministry: Administration; worship and education; mission; property and finance; pastoral. Members are invited to drop in on any of these meetings to raise questions and issues, bring ideas or comments, and to join in discussion on present issues. 

The Admin ministry will be trying to finalise a policy on church membership such as when non attending members should be removed from the church roll; as well as the introduction of a church directory and updating the church website. The Worship ministry will be finalising a recommendation to the church meeting about morning worship and whether to carry on with the split services or not; they will also look at plans for harvest and Christmas and the educational needs of the church, especially the running of church fellowship groups and future church weeks/weekends away. Property and Finance will be tackling the ongoing refurbishment of the premises – especially lower and upper halls; Pastoral ministry will review the welcome team and prayer team;   Mission will be planning for the Back to Church Sunday 25th Sept, the latest Alpha Course, the URC radical Welcome Campaign ‘Zero Intolerance’, as well as reflecting on the Church’s response to the Big Society and the cuts in public spending. 

These are open meetings – feel free to attend and take part in the discussion and shaping of the future of the church. 

SYNOD VISITS TO THE CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA – NOV 2011, OR FEB 2012As part of our link with the Church of North India, our synod is running two exchange visits to India. In November this year a visit will take place to Amritsar and in February next year to Durgapur in West Bengal. The Synod hopes the travel costs will be subsidised. If you are interested in going on one of the exchanges please speak to Simon or Liz.

NEXT CHURCH MEETING – will take place after morning worship on Sunday 11th Sept, approx 11.30 am - 12.30pm. 

SPRING HARVEST – MINEHEAD April 2012 

Spring Harvest is a Christian festival of worship, teaching, children and youth activities that inspires and encourages the church in its faith and mission. It has been running for over thirty years and attracts thousands of people to the Butlins Holidays sites in Minehead and Skegness over the Easter holidays. All churches who share an evangelical understanding of the Christine faith are represented. This year’s theme is Church Actually and will be looking at how the church can be hope for the world. Looking at the mission of the church in our culture and our calling as God’s people. The Helmes and the Pritchards are thinking of going - if anyone else is interested speak to them. Numbers need to be confirmed by the end of summer. See the leaflets on the church notice boards.

GARDEN OF REST

A year ago Jenny Heslop suggested making part of the garden into a wild life area.  Thanks to John & Jean Harris and Terry & Sally Larkham we now have an area with a bird feeder and insect loving shrubs and flowers.  Terry & Sally have supplied the bird feeder and food which is attracting a variety of birds.  If anyone could help with the food please contact Terry or Sally on 542175.  We still only have 6 other gardeners apart from people who mow the lawn.  Everyone is doing a splendid job and the garden is looking good but we could still do with extra help.  Anyone interested in any type of gardening contact Mary or Michael Weeden  on 842485.

THE TWEMLOW TRUST

38 May Lane, Dursley, Glos GL11 4HU, 01453 547838 


In 1718, the Reverend Joseph Twemlow, then Minister of Cam Meeting, opened a school in Dursley for the children of ‘Protestant Dissenters’. When this school closed in 1887, a Trust in the name of Joseph Twemlow continued to support the education of Non-conformist young people in the area. Since 1947, this has been through donating small grants to students in higher education. 

Applications are now invited from students in, or about to enter, higher education, for grants for the 2010/11 academic year. Applicants must be from Nonconformist families and resident in the parishes of Dursley, Cam or Uley. 

Applications should be made in writing, before August 31st, to 

The Secretary, The Twemlow Trust, 38 May Lane, Dursley, Glos GL11 4HU. They must give details of the course of study being undertaken and confirm the eligibility of the claim under the terms of the Trust. 

WEST MIDLANDS SYNOD IGNITE – 14-15TH OCTOBER 

The next synod will be a 24 hour event at the Holiday inn in the centre of Birmingham. There are guest speakers and worship and seminars looking at mission and outreach with the intention of ‘igniting the church!’ If you are interested in going bookings need to be made by the beginning of August. See Liz Swanwick or read the leaflets on the church notice board or on the website www.urcwestmidlands.org.uk  

LMMR (Local Ministry and Mission Review of the Church) has just taken place with visitors from the Synod. The summary of its report was shared at the recent church meeting. Among its proposals were the following: 

For the Tab

•         Vision 2020 – continues to set the agenda for our mission

•         Progress and priorities reviewed by elders at away day

•         Develop 5 Ministry areas to include more church members 

•         Minister to develop leadership, worship and pastoral skills 

The role of a minister for the Tab: 

1.  To work towards objectives in Vision 2020

2.  A holistic approach to ministry in preaching, teaching and healing 

3.  To lead and support the eldership to administer areas of Ministry effectively 

4.  To engage with wider community and identify new areas of potential involvement for the        

    Church

The minister needs clear parameters and protection:

• Tabernacle – 5 Days

• Sharpness – ½ Day

• The Quarry – ½ Day

Time and respect for family space. The ministers new day off will be on Monday as from the first week of August.

Our relationship with the other churches in our pastorate was explored with the following observations: 

With sharpness:

• Focus of mission will be in supporting the developing relationship with the Anglicans

• Recognition that Dursley is too far away to offer effective support

With the Quarry:

• The Quarry needs support to remain viable

• Current leadership unable to continue

• Can the Tabernacle support the mission of the Quarry?  

The full report is available to read by any member – please see the church Secretary. We would ask our own members to consider if they are able to support the Quarry Chapel, as they are the only outpost of the Christian gospel in the Woodfields area. 

Please give this matter some prayerful reflection.  

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CHURCH MEMBER? To find out more speak to Simon – 542344. 

Next service to welcome new members will take place on the anniversary of the inauguration of the United Reformed Church October 2nd 

TAB MEN’S GROUP Walk to Waterly Bottom on Thursday 28th July. We will set off to walk at 7pm from outside the Tab. We can pick up people on the way – roughly 7.30pm at Breakheart Quarry at the top of Stinchcombe, or meet at the New Inn at Waterly Bottom at 8pm. If it’s raining then we’ll end up in the Old Spot! Let Simon Helme know if you intend on coming on the walk and where you’ll meet us – pass the invite on to any other men you know.

Oxfam  is in need of further volunteers for their shop in Dursley.  If anyone has a morning  or  an afternoon to spare in the week Oxfam would be very pleased to see you.  Please contact Lilla Jones 543396 Volunteer representative or the Oxfam shop 548218.  Training will be given.

Dates for your diaries                                                                                                           

The Union of Catholic Mothers have invited us to an Open meeting on Tuesday 9th August at 2.00 pm at St Dominic’s Church Hall where the speaker will be Sister Catherine Appleby.  All ladies are welcome.

Thu 11 Aug 9am-11.30am The Leprosy Mission Coffee Morning at the Tabernacle 

Please bring your friends along to this event , there will be Christmas cards and gifts in the Reception room, and refreshments and stalls in the Upper Hall.  We would be grateful for gifts for the cake stall, the  plant and vegetable stall, also books, puzzles and  games, and prizes for the tombola stall .  St Dominic’s, St James, St Marks and the Dursley Methodists  join with the Tabernacle in supporting this charity.  If there is anyone who can help with serving the teas and coffees, please see Peggy Tresise. 

22nd to 25th Aug The Good Book - Children's Event - This year's URC children's assembly event takes place in August at the St Cassians Centre in Kintbury. (www.kintbury.org) The theme is 'The Good Book' and runs from Monday 22nd to Thursday 25th August and promises to be 'a week of fun for young people to come and learn about the Good Book'. The children will be exploring the bible through a variety of fun based activities. Children can come on their own (many do) or as part of a church or synod group. Children and young people aged 9-13 years are welcome and it will cost £45. For more information, or to apply for a place, contact Jo or Viv in the Children's Work office - children@urc.org.uk or 0207 916 8683

31st Aug – 8.00pm Youth Management Meeting in FURY room

Sat 10th Sep The Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust (GHCT) annual “Ride and Stride” event takes place. 

The GHCT is a registered charity providing funds to churches in Gloucestershire in support of property maintenance and development.

They assisted our Sanctuary refurbishment programme and have already made a significant contribution to our Community Rooms project.


The Ride and Stride is a sponsored event for any cyclists or walkers (or horse riders!).  The aim being to visit as many churches as possible on the day.

This years’ organiser is Dennis Allen, who will be looking for sponsors.  If anyone else wishes to take part please contact him for a sponsorship form.

Sat  24th Sep Coaley Hall, from 7.30 – 11.00pm, The Tabernacle Barn Dance 

Adults £10, children over 5 £5 and family ticket £30, including supper. Volunteers needed to help set up. Full details and tickets from Helene Dalrymple and members of the events team 

Available in August, please buy them early to avoid disappointment. 

24th Sep 10.00am – 4.00pm URC Multicultural Celebration 2011Come and catch the vision of the multicultural church and be inspired! Celebrate our diverse spirituality and ethos, share across cultures, develop friendships at this all age event, which will be led by Revd Dr Kirsty Thorpe and Revd Nigel Uden, at Carrs Lane Church Centre, Carrs Lane, Birmingham B4 7SX

Church Fellowship Groups  Will start again in September. 

They meet at various locations and times for fellowship and study. 

Leading Worship Training Course  At the end of summer I intend to run a short course to train people in leading worship. If you are interested in this aspect of the church’s ministry please speak to me by the end of this month. Thanks Simon (542344)

A Short History of the Young Wives / Ladies Group 1967 - 2011  Mrs Pat Nunn was the Minister's wife who in 1967 started an evening group for Young Wives when this Church was of the Congregational denomination, and Betty Hearn was the one member we had who joined back then.  In that first year, records show that Young Wives were invited to Coaley Village Church Hall to an event which their Young Wives group was holding which was a talk on "Falconry".   The 1972/73 programme shows that Sheila Jenkins, the wife of the incoming Minister, the Reverend Glyn Jenkins, became President.  It was from this time, I think, that the group always held an annual fund-raising event (sometimes a coffee and gateaux evening or a Saturday coffee morning) in aid of Dr Barnardo's.   Some present day members can remember taking clothes and other items to a Barnardo's Home at Up Hatherley, Cheltenham.  The group enjoyed many outings to the theatre, either in Bristol or the 'Everyman', Cheltenham;  skittles evenings were held at many of the local pubs.  There were meals out, keep fit evenings, a visit to a local hairdressers for a demonstration evening, evenings at The Home Farm Trust, Frocester and the Frocester Dried Flower Farm where a ploughman's supper was enjoyed.  There was one particularly memorable evening in Sheila's time when we attended Leyhill Open Prison to watch inmates performing in their play and we couldn't help wondering what they were in there for! Another evening which members remember well is when a lady antiques expert (a friend of Arthur Negus) who was so popular that she had to be booked two years in advance was asked to speak.   The sad thing was that in the intervening two years she had developed some form of dementia and wondered what she was doing standing in front of an audience - she had been asked to talk about various items broung along by members.  So it was a very difficult evening for Sheila Jenkins trying to carry the meeting along and to make any sense of it!  One very good Christmas meeting held in 1986 was called "A Dickens of a Christmas" and we were all encouraged to wear Victorian costumes and take along food which was popular in Queen Victoria's time.

When the Harvest Festival meal was held in the evening, the various Church groups took it in turns to organise it and, of course, the Young Wives were involved.  The group even produced a cookery book when Sheila was President.  The season of 1990/1991 was the last year in which we dared call ourselves 'Young Wives'!             

So in the 1991/1992 season we changed to become the 'Ladies Group'.   Glyn and Sheila had left in 1988 and for very many years Sally Simpson was President, followed by Mary Sherratt and Enid Fullard.   Enid, Mary, Lilla, Audrey Haddrell, Carole Carroll and Ann Shillitoe have been secretaries to the group at various times and Diana Moir, Carole Carroll, Ann Shillitoe, Rose Sharp and Audrey Stewart have been treasurers over the years.  For many years of Young Wives there is no record of who was on the Committee but it is understood that Ann Cameron-Murphy and Ronnie Harding were among those who were secretaries then.

 For many years since Barnardo's was the charity of choice, the members have nominated a different charity each year to support and have been pleased to raise £100 for each charity.  We have also made a voluntary contribution at several Christmas meetings for Christian Aid, and have also hosted the first Coffee meeting of each New Year.  At the Church's Christmas Fayre we have been pleased to have a table and the monies raised were satisfying, mainly thanks to a talented lady called Zena Bowman who did such marvellous quilting and sewing for us. We also enjoyed Christmas celebrations with the ladies from the Methodist Church, taking it in turns to be hosts.

So it was with great sadness that the decision was made at our A.G.M. in June to disband the group as it was no longer viable because of falling numbers due to ill health and advancing years and that, despite efforts to publicise our activites, we failed to attract new members.

However, we decided to mark the group's closure in a good way by having a meal at The Old Spot on the 13 th July.   We all enjoyed being together again and vowed to meet up in the future to do other things.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Here are the Rotas for the month of August. Please swap if necessary and amend the copy in the reception room.

	Duty
	7th August
	14th August
	21st August
	28th August

	Duty Elder
	Martine Carter
	Ronnie Harding
	Jan Strutt
	Hilary Green

	Vestry Elder
	Lionel Jones
	Jan Strutt
	Hilary Green
	Rodney Irvine

	Reader 1
	Helene Dalrymple
	Peggy Tresise
	Gwyn Goulden
	Glyn Goulden

	Reader 2
	Gordon Moir
	Lilla Jones
	Caroline Stables
	Jayne Parsons

	Door Duty
	Enid Fullard & Joan Kingham
	Lita & Ron Heathman
	Zoe Avastu & Rod Irvine
	Carol Bye & Ronnie Harding

	11Welcome Team
	Shirley Welsh 

Matt Welsh

Ronnie Harding
	Iain Hearn 

Martine Carter

Hilary Green
	Elaine Jones 

Carol Bye

Malcolm Harris
	Charlotte Carter 

Terina Cieciura

Ron Swanwick

	Flower Distribution
	Mary Sherratt
	Carol Bye
	Ronnie Harding
	Helene Dalrymple


Communion Preparation for August: Sally Larkham

 Communion Servers: Carol or Dennis Allen, Jan Strutt, Hilary Green and Shirley Welsh 

      Please share in these prayers this month

1.We continue to ask you to pray for the clients and carers of the Dursley Training Unit. The clients have all been interviewed by representatives of the County Council, but the decision as to what is going to happen to this group has been put on hold.  You can imagine how concerned they are about what is going to happen to them.  Please pray for those making the decision and also for the carers who are having to give so much reassurance and support to their sons and daughters.

2. Please pray for the countries of Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, and Somalia.  There has been no rain for more than two years and animals are dying for lack of food.  Certain parts in Somalia have been designated as famine areas, and the situation is being made worse because of civil war so that food aid is not getting through .Many Somalis trudge miles to refugee camps in Kenya where food and medical agencies try to help them.  They know that many families are prepared to allow a younger child to die if it helps the survival of older children in the family.  What a terrible decision to make!


