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December 2011 


DursleyTab URC Wot’s On  www.dursleytab.org.uk
Fri 2 Dec7.30pm Gloster Gallery Quire with punch and mince pies.Tickets £5 see Gloria or Ron.
Sun 4 Dec 10.30am Communion Service led by Rev Simon Helme with the reception of new church members. Theme: Words of Comfort. Reading: Isaiah 40:1–11 Psalm 8 5:1–2, 8–13            2 Peter 3:8–15a  Mark 1:1–8 

Tue 6 Dec 9am-11.30am  Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.  

Tue 6 Dec 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room. If you would like us to pray for a friend or loved one get in touch with Simon, Joan, Gill, Avril, Brian, Di, Eve or Elaine.

Tue 6 Dec Women’s Guild with Christmas Tea-Carols & Readings please note date for this. 

Wed 7 Dec 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.  Helpers welcome. 

Sun 11 Dec 10.30am led by Rev Simon Helme Theme: Hope Restored. Reading: Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 Psalm 126 or Luke 1:47–55 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 John 1:6–8, 19–28 

2.45pm Roving Nativity  - meet outside Stinchcombe Golf Club or 3.30pm at the Old Spot Inn. 
Tue 13Dec 9.am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.  

Tue 13 Dec 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room. Everyone welcome.

Wed 14 Dec 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Sat 17 Dec 9.30am-11.30am Coffee Morning with fresh table decorations,cakes and other  stalls all your last minute items you require. Coffee and mincepies will be served  sounds great.

Sun 18 Dec 10.30am Nativity Service led by the Junior Church Theme: God with us. Reading: 

2 Samuel 7:1–11,16 Luke 1:47–55 or Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26 Romans 16: 25–27 Luke 1:26–38 

6pm Carol Service followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
Tue 20 Dec 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room.

Tue 20 Dec 7.30pm Open Door Carol  Service 
Wed 21 Dec 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Sat 24 Dec 5pm Christmas Eve Service around the Tree led by Revd Simon Helme            

11.30pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at the Quarry Chapel 

Sun 25th  10am Christmas Day United Service at the Tab led by Rev Simon Helme 

Sun 1 Jan 10.30am led by Rev Simon Helme Theme: Called to Gift. Readings: Isaiah 60:1–6 Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14 Matthew 2:1–12 Ephesians 3:1–12 

Christmas Appeal: Money given in lieu of postage for Christmas Cards or Communal Card, and money raised at our special Christmas Services, will go towards the newly set up Food bank and the Church of North India’s Durgapur Diocese’s work with street children and women. We received a visitor, Rev Kumar Nayak, from CNI earlier this year and Liz Swanwick will visit the Diocese in February as part of our Synod’s link.

FLOWERS FOR NOVEMBER WERE KINDLY GIVEN BY:-  

6 Nov Sally & Terry Larkham, 13 Nov Ann Shillitoe, 

20 Nov Joan Whiting, 27  Nov Reg Gunston and family.

 Our thanks to all who gave flowers in November and to those who deliver them each week to the sick and housebound, their visits are appreciated and keep people in touch with the Tab. 

If you would like to help with the flower arranging or could help with delivering the flowers on a Monday, Joan Kingham would like to hear from you to add your name to next years rota. 

A rota for those wishing to give flowers to our church is on the notice board in the vestibule.  Please put your name against the date you prefer and let Joan Kingham know whether you wish to buy your own flowers or would prefer to give a donation to the flower fund.  
FUND RAISING  We need new people to come forward and help on the Events team for 2012. You can  contact Gloria Pritchard on 544885 or Ron Swanwick on 511790 

Leading Worship Training Course I intend to run a short course to train people in leading worship. If you are interested in this aspect of the church’s ministry please speak to me. Thanks Simon (542344)

   News of the church family  We were sorry to hear that Charles Jukes had a nasty fall and also a chest infection.  He spent several days in Stroud Hospital, but is now home, still not too well.  Gill Watts is to have a knee operation and we hope that by the time you read this, she will be well on the way to a full recovery.  David Cameron Murphy is now home  following his second knee operation and is making good progress.  Peggy Tresise was doing very well until she had two unfortunate falls and ended up in hospital.  We are glad she is now home, and we hope thie pain will soon lessen.  Roland Sherratt is in Gloucester Hospital and Mary is very worried about his condition.  It was good to see Doris Biddle in church again after her stay in Yercombe Lodge.  Shirley Welsh feels so much better since her heart procedure and Hilary Peacocke had good news too.  Rachel Austin is also much better.  We remember all these friends in our prayers.                                                                                                     


CHRISTMAS POST BOX  You are invited to post Christmas cards in the church post box for church members and friends only (in alphabetical order if possible).  Please post your cards on December 4th and 11th and collect them on December 18th.  There will be a box available for donations in lieu of postage.  This year the proceeds will be shared between the Stroud and Dursley Food Bank and the church of North India which is supported by our Synod.  For those who wish there will be a card available for you to sign to send your greetings instead of individual cards.

NEW BOOKINGS SECRETARY – Sylvia Woods has taken over from Jan and Gray Strutt as our Bookings Secretary. If you need to book a room on Tab premises please contact Sylvia,  Tel: 545828  email: woods se@yahoo.co.uk  

Dates for your diaries                                                                                                           

Thu 1 Dec 7.30pm for 7.45pm Dursley Tabernacle School of Theology  

Fri 2 Dec 7.30pm Gloster Gallery Quire with punch and hot mince pies. 

Sun 4 Dec 4.30pm  Meeting of the Welcome Team in the Reception room to reflect on how things are going. 

Thu 8 Dec 7.30pm Cotswold Chorus hold their Christmas Concert at the Tab. All welcome. 

Tue 13 Dec 7.30pm The last meeting of the present Alpha Course.
Dec 17 9.30am-11.30am Coffee Morning with fresh table decorations ,cakes and other  stalls. Come and buy all those last minute items you may require.

Sat 17 Dec 9.30am until 11.30am.Churches Together Carol Singing outside Sainsburys 

Sun 25 and Mon 26 Friends at Christmas (for those who are alone or may be lonely) meet at Dursley Methodist Church Christmas Day and Boxing Day. Everyone is welcome. Contact  543724. Transport available 547080 or 543485 

TAB NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY? 
At the recent church meeting the suggestion of a Tab New Year’s Eve party was made by myself. My idea would be for an inclusive party for all ages – child friendly – (with the possibility of a quiet room for the very small children should they need a sleep!). Looking to start about 8pm and go through to midnight to celebrate the New Year. There would be all sorts of dancing, games for all ages, entertainment, food, bring your own drink, party poppers and Auld Lang Syneing! 

At this stage I want to gauge interest to see if the venture would be viable and who would be willing to contribute to the fun! Please let me know by 4th December if you are up for a party. Simon Helme 542344 shelme@btinternet.com 

NEXT CHURCH MEETING – will take place after morning worship on Sun 29 Jan  

Leading Worship Training Course

I intend to run a short course to train people in leading worship.  If you are interested in this aspect of the church’s ministry please speak to me.  Thanks Simon (542344)

Interested in becoming a church member? To find out more speak to Simon -542344.

Our fellowship groups continue.  As Thursday evening group venue changes from week to week, please contact Hannah to confirm the venue.

	Day and Time
	Host
	Leader
	Address
	Phone contact

	Wednesday 2.30pm
	Ronnie Harding
	Helene Dalrymple and Elaine Jones
	11 Shakespeare Road, Dursley
	547080

	Wednesday 7.30pm
	Jan and Gray Strutt
	Jan, Lionel Jones and Peggy Tresise
	5 Dursley Court, Cedar Drive, Dursley
	519640

	Thursday 2.00pm
	The Quarry
	Simon Helme
	The Quarry Chapel, Cam
	543549

	Thursday 7.30pm
	Various
	Hannah Jelf 

Zoe Avastu

Andrew Phillips
	Various venues
	548367 (Hannah)


December Rotas: please swap if necessary and amend the copy in the reception room
	Duties
	4 Dec 
	11 Dec
	18 Dec
	25 Dec

	Duty elder
	Martine Carter
	Shirley Welsh
	Lionel Jones
	Peggy Tresise

	Vestry elder
	Jan Strutt
	Hilary Green
	Peggy Tresise
	Martine Carter

	Reader 1
	Terry Larkham
	Rod Irvine
	Liz Swanwick
	Shirley Welsh

	Reader2
	Angela Simpson
	Tarina Ciecura
	John Harris
	Jan Strutt

	Door Duty
	Jean and John Harris
	Lita and Ron Heathman
	Carole Bye and Ronnie Harding
	Eric Murray and Farida

	Welcome Team
	Shirley Welsh Matt Welsh Ronnie Harding
	Zoe Avastu Joan Kingham Helene Dalrymple
	Iain Hearn 

Martine Carter

Hilary Green
	Elaine Jones 

Carole Bye

Malcolm Harris

	Flower Distribution
	Enid Fullard 
	Hilary Green
	N/A
	N/A


Communion Preparation: Ronnie Harding
Communion Servers:Peggy Tresise, Hilary Green, Lionel Jones, Carole or Dennis Allen     

Share a Prayer, and make Dursley Tab a powerful prayer base.
Please pray for the right decisions to be reached on the use of the Parsonage in future months and the vision of the church.

Please pray for the church in North India and their work among street children and women,  also their own Sunday School work.

Please pray for the street theatre in downtown Jamaica - Lukes Gospel in Jamaican Patois “Wa Lunk a[image: image1.jpg]


 se” allow township audiences to relate the Bible’s message to their everyday lives.  revolving around drugs, guns and gangs, the play is performed on the pavement. Free CD’s of Luke’s Gospel in audio are taken away at the end.  People who’ve seen it have asked for it to visit their communities too. “This is one of the most moving and powerful pieces of street theatre I’ve ever seen”.

Use “Bible Society’s FREE envelope stickers to point friends and family to the real Christmas story.  Call 01793 418330 (quote 79904)  visit Christmasunwrapped.org.uk  text “stickers” followed by name, house number, and postcode to 60777.  Poster on Mission Noticeboard.

Notes from the recent Church Meeting 20th November 2011 

1.Minister’s report The church accepted six new members: John and Kathryn Palmer; Andy and Bobby Spears; David and Jackie Pritchard.  A proposal to revive the tradition of a church family New Year’s Eve party was made.  It would be a family party for all.  .

2.Treasurer’s report Income this year has considerably exceeded last year’s income, but we are not actually spending a lot more than last year.  By the end of the year we will be in a strong position with a surplus of around £15,000.  Income has increased because room hire has almost doubled this year, the family café has added a significant income and giving by standing order and envelope giving has increased significantly.  Total income is 34% up over last year.  The reserve account has £9,000 left over from the refurbishment project but this may be required for further work on the ceiling and floor. The proposed cost for the Community Rooms project (including 10% contingency) is estimated at £60,882. We have £16,709 earmarked for this project in the bank, and pledges of £29,000 still to come, making a total of £45,709.  This leaves a shortfall of £15,173 which needs to come from general reserves.  At the moment we have £17,099 in general reserves.  We may need to borrow some of the £40,177 in the Cater Associated Fund to cover costs until grants come in.

The Cater Associated Fund was set up by Ken Fullard to inflation proof our savings.  Inflation is currently exceeding interest rates, but we propose not to put money into the Cater Associated Fund this year to compensate for this lack of interest and to keep the money available for church projects. In the current economic climate the elders believe it would be more sensible to invest the money in improvements to church property which would then increase lettings and bring greater returns in the future.  The Family Café has a projected surplus of £1,600.  Those running the Café propose that one quarter of this surplus be donated to charities chosen by Café users.  This request was supported by the meeting.

3.Property Community Rooms Project We propose taking over part of the pavement to create an accessible ramp of a gradient which complies with legislation.  One door will be blocked to facilitate this.  Toilet provision will be upgraded with the addition of an accessible toilet.  The kitchen will be modified and upgraded.  Both kitchen and toilet areas will have vinyl sheet floor for hygiene purposes.  The wooden floor in the main hall is in poor condition.  It will be removed and replaced with an engineered wood floor.  External lights are to be improved.  Planning consent has been given for ramps and steps but they have told us to apply for a licence and we have to send this to Synod for the legal department to see.  We have to insure for risks.  This is in hand. We have received four tenders.  The best offer is for £48,000 for the contract and he could start in the new year and take seven weeks.  We are exploring how we can accommodate existing groups while work is going on to reduce loss of lettings.

Church Floor We are still having problems with the floor expanding and bulging around the expansion gaps which are now closed.  The contractors are to attend one more meeting this week. 

Ceiling This seems secure for the moment.  Synod are asking whether proposals to add plaster board will affect the aesthetics of the sanctuary.  The ceiling is curving in two directions at the moment. Discussions are on-going. 

Upper Hall Simon introduced this onto the agenda as the major project for next year.

Manse Liz presented news about the manse. The recent LMMR review identified that the Parsonage needed attention.  Nothing major has been done on the building for some time.  Discussions with Synod officers have taken place.  The current Parsonage does not meet URC specifications and one minister in the past has refused an appointment at the church because of this.  Major work on front windows and the upstairs bathroom is required, but also the specification suggests that a manse should be separate from the church.  The increase in the use of our church building is encroaching on family space in many negative ways.  Synod officers have discussed this at length and we now need to take this forward.  We could decide to wait until we have a vacancy, but the Elders feel strongly that it should be tackled now.  Our current minister’s family needs a home that meets specifications now. Synod says that if the church agrees, they will purchase a new church manse – 100% purchase.   They seek a decision from us by February about what to do with the existing Manse Liz presented news about the manse. The recent LMMR review identified that the Parsonage needed attention.  Nothing major has been done on the building for some time.  Discussions with Synod officers have taken place. We are in an unusual position because we cannot sell the existing manse as it is integral with the church building.  Windows need repairing now and installation of a shower in the upstairs bathroom is urgent.  50% of this cost will be covered by Synod whilst the building is a manse, so Elders suggest we need to get on with this now.A working group has been created to explore alternative use of the Parsonage. Steve Hubbard, Carole Allen, Emma Irvine, John Harris, Nick Franks, Liz Swanwick, Lionel Jones and Simon Helme are in this group.The church meeting approved the following: a) improvements for windows and shower; b) that the proposed working group should continue to explore options for future use of the Parsonage to expand the mission and life of the church.

4. Worship Items noted about Christmas services and the leading worship course. 

5. Administration Sylvia Woods is to take over as bookings secretary.  Thanks were offered to Jan and Gray for their hard work in increasing lettings in recent years, and a presentation was made.

6. Mission Martine is setting up a youth group based in the church, working with children on the Autistic spectrum. Anyone interested in supporting this should contact her.

Vic Watts presented information about Christmas appeals and charity giving.  There is £450 left in the budget for charitable giving.  Vic proposes £75 each to: Victim Support; Crisis at Christmas; Barnabas Fund; Listening Post Christian Counselling Services; Open The Book; Alzheimer’s Society.  Vic appealed for any suggestions about worthwhile causes over the next year to be given to him.

Liz reported from Synod that the Radical Welcome Campaign has now been put back to May.  We now await a companion and hope to see this moving forward in the new year.  

The Dursley Food Bank is being set up – anyone wanting more involvement should see Simon.  We agreed to offer our church as a local distribution centre.  

Churches Together in Cam, Dursley and District (CTCDD) are organising a  local distribution centre as part of the Stroud District Food bank to support local people who are suffering from short term food crises.How Foodbanks work Clients are referred to the Foodbank from local care providers and community groups. This includes citizen’s advice, social workers, schools, GP surgeries, clergy etc. Once referred, individuals and families will be able to receive 3 days worth of food which should give space for the family to get long term support in place in terms of benefits, debt counselling and the like. Food will be provided through collections from schools, churches, community groups and local supermarket collections and will be distributed from a central location where clients can have a drink, a chat and be signposted towards further help.  
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