
April 2012 Dursley Tab     URC Wot’s On  www.dursleytab.org.uk
Sun 1 Apr 10.30am Palm Sunday Communion Service with the ordination and induction of elders and prayers for healing led by Revd Simon Helme Theme: Palm Sunday. Reading: Liturgy of Palms Mark 11:1–11 or John 12:12–16 Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29 Liturgy of Passion Isaiah 50:4–9a Psalm 31:9–16 Philippians 2:5–11 Mark 14:1—15:47 or Mark 15:1–39, (40–47)

Tue 3 Apr 9am onwards Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.

Tue 3 Apr 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the church.

Wed 4 Apr 10 - 1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle. Helpers needed.

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday – the church will be open 10am to 10pm for Experience Easter – As in previous years this will offer an opportunity to spend time in private prayer and reflection walking through the Easter story with the use of installations.

Thu 5 Maundy Thursday – 7pm Passover Meal – Upper Hall –a traditional Jewish Passover meal recreating the Last Supper – an event for ALL  AGES

Fri 6 Apr Good Friday Churches Together Walk of Witness to Cam Peak – 9am from Sainsbury’s
Sharpness URC hold an Easter Play performed by the Berkeley Players at 7.30pm called the ‘Footsteps of Glory’. No charge. ALL WELCOME
 Easter Sunday 9am Garden Service in Church Garden of Rest, led by Revd John Palmer
9.30am Easter Breakfast in Upper Hall
Sun 8 Apr 10.30am Easter Day Communion Service led by Revd Simon Helme
Theme: Easter Sunday. Readings: Acts 10:34–43 or Isaiah 25:6–9 Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24 

1 Corinthians 15:1–11 or Acts 10:34–43 John 20:1–18 or Mark 16:1–8 

2.45pm Easter Day Service at Quarry Chapel
8pm FURY night walk to Cam Peak to take the cross down

Tue 10 April 9am onwards Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.

Tue 10 Apr 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the church.
Wed 11 Apr 10 - 1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle. Helpers needed.

Sun 15 Apr 10.30am Morning worship led by Bob Algar.

Tue 17 Apri 9am onwards Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.

Tue 17 Apr 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the church.

Tue 17 Apr  2pm  Women’s Guild with a talk by a representative of the Cobalt Unit. Everyone  welcome, so please come and learn more. 

Wed 18 Apr 10-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle. Helpers needed.

Thu 19 Apr 12 noon - 2pm The Corrymeela Lunch in the Upper Hall. (see inside for details)

Thu19 April 7.30pm Elders Meeting in the Upper Hall.
Sun 22 Apr 10.30am Morning worship led by Revd Simon Helme.

Theme: Christ with us. Readings: Acts 3:12–19 Psalm 4 1 John 3:1–7 Luke 24:36b–48
Tue 24 Apr 9am onwards Fabric Panel meet to work on the church premises.

Tue 24 Apr 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the church. 
Wed 25 Apr 10 -1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle. Helpers needed.

Sat 28 Apr 9.30-11.30am Saturday Coffee Morning hosted by Brian & Avril Lamming Cakes and other items for sale would be appreciated. PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH .

Sun 29 Apr 10.30am Morning Worship led by Revd Simon Helme

Theme: Total Commitment. Readings: John 10:11–18; Acts 4:5–12, Psalm 23, 1 John 3:16–24
West Africa Hunger Crisis Appeal

Save the Children have launched an emergency appeal to help those affected by famine & drought in Niger & the surrounding countries of West Africa. About 3 million children are facing the growing hunger crisis and although Save the Children are already working on the ground to reach vulnerable families before it is too late, more funds are urgently needed. Please give as much as you can in the retiring collections for this essential cause.

Tab Choir There will be a rehearsal for anyone wishing to sing in the Tab Choir for the Easter Service on Tuesday April 3rd at 10.30 am. If there is anyone who is unable to attend the morning rehearsal, I am available in Church prior to the Maundy Thursday Service in the Upper Room  at 6.40 pm.  Hope to see as many as possible PLEASE . Hazel

Prayer 

Father, thank you that in your love you sent Jesus, your Son, to save us from all we deserve.  Thank you, for the glorious fact of his resurrection.  Thank you for the presence of Jesus in our lives.  Please help us to give ourselves to you more and more.

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES  Palm Sunday – April 1st 10.30am – service will include communion and the ordination and induction of new elders. There will also be the opportunity to receive prayers for healing at the end of the service. This is part of our trial in offering this ministry. Many people appreciated prayer at the communion service last month. This time the service will end as normal and people can talk and come and go as they please. Coffee will be served (from the reception room) at the end of the service whilst prayer takes place at the back of the church. 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday – the church will be open 10am to 10pm for Experience Easter – As in previous years this will offer an opportunity to spend time in private prayer and reflection walking through the Easter story. (I will need a rota of volunteers to be on duty in the reception room – if you can help at any time please let me know – Simon)
Maundy Thursday – 7pm Passover Meal – Upper Hall – this year our united service with the Methodists will take the form of a Passover meal. Danny Hecht (the Jewish husband of Liz Hecht, one of our members) and myself will lead us through a traditional Jewish Passover meal. It will give real insight into how Jesus understood himself and what Easter means. It will throw insights on to the institution of communion. It is for all ages, and children especially will benefit from its participative and experiential nature. The meal itself will be a simple lamb stew (make sure you have already eaten as it will only be a token meal, nothing substantial!). No cost – but an offering will be taken. People will be free you use the Experience Easter stations afterwards.

Good Friday 

Simon is a guest on the morning show on BBC Radio Gloucestershire between 7-9am. 

Churches Together Walk of Witness to Cam Peak – 9am start from Sainsbury’s

Sharpness URC hold an Easter Play performed by the Berkeley Players at 7.30pm called the ‘Footsteps of Glory’. No charge.

Easter Sunday

9am Garden Service in Church Garden of Rest, led by Revd John Palmer

9.30am Easter Breakfast in Upper Hall

10.30am Easter Day Communion

2.45pm Easter Day Service at Quarry Chapel

8pm FURY night walk to Cam Peak to take the cross down

YOUTH ALPHA COURSE – will run after FURY every Sunday night during term time, 7.30-8.30pm in The Parsonage. Speak to Emma Irvine 543760 or Simon 542344 if interested.
FLOWERS FOR MARCH WERE KINDLY GIVEN BY:-  

4 March Eileen Denning 


11 March  Diana Baldwin

18 March  Carol and Michael Bye 
25 March  Angela Simpson 

 Our thanks to all who gave the flowers and to those who arranged them in March, also to those who kindly deliver them each week to the sick and housebound.  Their visits are very much appreciated and help to keep people in touch with the Tabernacle. 

If you could help with the flower arranging or delivering the flowers on a Monday, Joan Kingham would like to hear from you to add your name to this years rota of helpers. 

A rota for those wishing to give flowers to our church is on the notice board in the vestibule.  Please put your name against the date you prefer and let Joan Kingham know whether you wish to buy your own flowers or would prefer to give a donation to the flower fund.  
INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CHURCH MEMBER? To find out more speak to Simon – 542344. 

FOR SALE

£15 for church funds, Soccer Goal and target sheet (still boxed). 

Please phone Joy Strong on 01453 545466.

Family Café
We always need help on Wednesday mornings to support our very successful Family Café.  If you can help please see Susan Panes so you can be added to the rota, or contact her on 546737.  Remember we always need help after the Sunday service to set up the church space for the Café.

News of the church family                                                                                                                               

We have been very concerned about Peggy Tresise because of her very painful ulcerated leg, but we now hope that a week of respite care in Yercombe Lodge will be a great benefit to her.  Doris Biddle is at present in Stratton ward in Cirencester hospital.  Doris is quite poorly, but we know she is receiving the rest and treatment she needed.  We are also worried about Tarina Cieciura who has been unwell and is now awaiting further tests.  Carol Beattie has had an operation on her foot and is now making a good recovery.  Gwyneth Goulden has also been unwell and both Audrey Stewart and Pip Whittard are awaiting operations.  We have missed Gus Smith and Mary Weeden from our services and Larry Barnes has had a spell in hospital and he now awaits further treatment.  We hope to have better news of all these friends and we remember them in our prayers.  It was good to see Roy Jones back in church and to know Michael Parsons is making a good recovery from his heart operation.  It was also good to see Sylvia Woods again, and we hope her painful ankle will soon be much better.  It was lovely to see Anne Noden and Jean Harris back with us, but we still miss Margaret Pengelly, and hope she will soon be feeling much better.  It was good to see Diana Moir in church again, she has been quite unwell, but is feeling a lot better now, we have missed her from our fellowship.We extend our loving sympathy to Kathryn and John Palmer on the sudden death of Kathryn’s sister.  

Congratulations to Ronnie Harding on the birth of her grand-daughter, Felicity, who is the daughter of Ronnie’s daughter Wendy.Congratulations also to Wendy and Phil. Julie Perrin and family have recently moved to 7 Lister Road Cam where we hope they will be very happy.

At our AGM we welcomed Kathryn Palmer and David Pritchard as new elders and also welcomed back Ronnie Harding, Carole and Dennis Allen and Martine Carter.  Peggy Tresise 

did not wish to be re-elected, we thank  her for all her years of valuable and loyal service. 

Corrymeela Lunch Our Corrymeela Lunch is always a good occasion and it is good to support the valuable work of the Corrymeela Community in Northern Ireland.  This year, later than usual, the lunch will be held on Thursday April 19 and is in our Upper Hall from 12 noon till 1.30pm.  As usual this will be homemade soup, bread, cheese , watercress and chutney, followed by a good choice of homemade gorgeous  puds. and tea or coffee.  The cost is a minimum of £4 but your donations above this would be gratefully received.  All the money goes to the reconciliation centre in N. Ireland.  We hope many of our Tabernacle folk will come to support this event and welcome the friends from other churches.  Please tell as many of your friends as possible.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 13TH -19TH MAY HELP PLEASE.

Door to door collection is not always easy but the Tab always manages to collect over £1300. This is absolutely fantastic. We need 15 people to[image: image2.emf]

 give 2-3 hours of their time to raise this amount. It’s usually more fun if you collect in pairs or even families. Martine Carter is in charge of the Christian Aid collections and she would be glad of help to distribute as many envelopes as we can around Dursley. Please can you let her know if you are able to collect. (Martine 890432).

Sunday 13th May Ronnie is hosting Cream Teas  at the Methodist Church to start the week off for Christian Aid. Many thanks for all the support you continue to give Christian Aid.

Dates for your diaries                                                                                                           
Tue 17 Apr 7.30pm Dursley and Cam Child Contact Centre AGM  – all welcome.

Thu 19 April 12 noon - 1.30pm In the Upper Hall the Corrymeela Lunch.  Everyone welcome, please come and support this worthwhile charity and enjoy a good lunch with friendly company. 

Sat 21April at St Dominic’s Church Hall at 7.30pm It’s Dessert Island Discs with the Castaway as Dr Jacqueline HIll and the Interviewer as Dr Martin Freeman  Tickets are £10 each available from Durcan’s, with a selection of desserts, wine and soft drinks.
Wed 25 Apr -  Men’s Group-Next meeting- Skittles Night - see Ron Swanwick for details.

THU 26 APR 5PM-6.30PM CONNECTAT  Following the closure of the Vale of Berkeley College myself and Pat Allen from Sharpness URC have led a group of volunteers who have been determined to provide a Youth Club for young people on the Autistic Spectrum. We are so grateful to those people who have given their time to plan for this club. We are now in the position to start the Club called CONNECTAT in April. We will meet each week on Thursdays between 5.00 and 6.30 during term time, starting on April 26th.

If you are interested in helping (training will be given) or would just like to find out more, please contact Martine on 890432. 

Dursley Tabernacle School of Theology –Next meeting Thursday 26th April 7.30pm for 7.45pm Dursley Tab. If you wish to be part of this school you will need to get hold of a copy of Alister’s McGrath’s Christian theology: an introduction. There have been five revisions of the book. The present edition is published by Publisher: Wiley-Blackwell; 5th Edition edition (24 Sep 2010) ISBN-10: 1444335146 ISBN-13: 978-1444335149 Amazon are selling it at anything from £20-£5. Please read chapter SIXTEEN (the Sacraments) in preparation. Contact Revd Simon Helme, The Parsonage, 3 Parsonage Street, Dursley, GL11 4BW, 01453 542344. 

Future dates: April 26th May 31st 

Sat 28th April  Bangers and Mash supper and Quiz night   This will be a good fun evening for everyone. The supper is being prepared by our wonder cooks Sally and Terry Larkham, and Liz and Ron Swanwick are your quiz masters for the evening.  Please note the change of date from the 14th April. Teams of 6 and price per person is £8, family ticket £20.  Tickets are available now; please see Ron Swanwick or Gloria Pritchard

Saturday  28 Apr 10am to 4pm  1662 and all that  A Conference to commemorate 350 years of non-conformity, at Stratford-upon-Avon URC  Reflecting on how non-conformity has helped to shape the Church and mission and influenced economics, politics and society in England, the day will explore the on-going legacy of non-conformity and how it may help to mould the future. 

Simon Helme hopes to attend if you wish to have a lift.

Speakers: Rev. Dr. David Cornick is General Secretary of Churches Together in England and Fellow of Robinson College, Cambridge, and former General Secretary of the United Reformed Church and Principal of Westminster College, Cambridge. David’s publications include: Letting God be God: The Reformed tradition (2008) and Under God’s Good Hand
(1998).

Rev. Dr. Janet Wooton is Director of Studies, for the Congregational Federation and former President of the Congregational Federation and Moderator of the Churches Commission on Mission and of the International Congregational Federation. Janet is a hymn writer, author of a number of books on worship, hymnody and ministry, including:

Eagle’s Wings and Lesser Things: hymns, prayers, drama and other resources for worship (2007); This is Our Story: Free Church Womens’Ministry (2007) and This is Our Song (2010) and editor of academic and worship journals. 
Janet Wooton - Messages of Mission and Social Order: the place of hymns in non-conformity. Initially, hymn-writing and singing was regarded with great suspicion by dissenters, to the extent that they caused church splits. However, later they became a vehicle for shaping home and foreign missions and the social order.
David Cornick - The Changing Shape of Non-conformity: the search for political and civil rights. 1662 forced a social and political ‘apartheid’ into English and Welsh Christianity and led to the non-conformist fight for civil rights and respectability in the 19th and 20th centuries.
Sat 5 May 7.30pm- Murder Mystery in the Church Sanctuary Cafe Style.  Hazel Harris with friends from the Rotary and Inner Wheel is pleased to present “Murder at the Manse” .  A supper will be provided in between the scenes of the murder mystery.  Tickets £8.00.  Please bring your own soft drinks or wine.

Sat 12 May from 9.30am -The Garden Fair 

Garden fair including plants and all kinds of garden items.  Remember to pot up your cuttings and look out any garden items you no longer need that might need a home elsewhere.  Book this date to purchase your garden plants for the year! There will also be a Cake Stall so all you good cooks please bake some cakes for us. There will also be a Raffle and any suitable prizes for this would be very much appreciated.  

Sun May 13TH  RONNIE HARDING IS HOSTING A CREAM TEA AT THE METHODIST CHURCH IN AID OF CHRISTIAN AID, PLEASE   COME AND SUPPORT HER AND THIS WORTHWHILE CHARITY 

NEXT CHURCH MEETING – will be after morning worship on Sunday 20th May 

TAB CHURCH WEEEKND AWAY – SHELDON, DEVON – JUNE 29-JULY1ST We have booked the Sheldon Centre in Devon, for our church weekend this year. Sheldon is a cluster of converted farm buildings set in 45 acres of grounds with beautiful views across the Teign Valley.

Sheldon is home to the members of the Sheldon Community, so the place has a loved and lived-in flavour and is well cared for indoors and out.  There are just a few places left-please contact Ronnie Harding Tel: 547080 email: ronnie@talktalk.net £75 per adult for the weekend- children go free.£30 per adult for those camping for the weekend- children go free.  You can explore the facilities by going online www.sheldon.uk.com Please speak to Simon or Ronnie Harding if you are interested.

Leading Worship Training Course
I intend to run a short course to train people in leading worship. If you are interested in this aspect of the church’s ministry please speak to me. Thanks Simon (542344)
HOLIDAY CLUB: JULY 23-27

The Summer Holiday Club will be running this year from Monday July 23rd to Friday 17th July.  This is a great outreach to children in our community and has proved fun and popular in the past.  If you are free for some or all of the mornings of the above week and would like to join 

our team of helpers/leaders, please let us know.  We will start putting the team together soon.  Many thanks, Caroline Staples and  Zoe Avastu.

The Alpha Course – Wednesdays at 8pm at 4 Cedar Drive Dursley
The Alpha course is open to everyone interested in discovering what Christianity is about. Come, relax, eat, share your thoughts and explore the meaning of life. Topics include Who is Jesus? Why and how to pray, why and how to read the bible, guidance, healing, the holy spirit.

 Find out more at http://uk.alpha.org  Publicity material and  invitation leaflets, are in the vestibule and reception room. Speak to Simon (542344 or shelme@btinternet.com ) if you are interested in taking part. 

Share a Prayer, and make Dursley Tab a powerful prayer base.
1.  Please continue to pray for the successful completion of the refurbishment of the lower community rooms, and that all will go smoothly with the building of the ramp from the pavement to the lower rooms.

2.  Please also pray for the discussions taking place on the way in which the Parsonage will be used in the future, both for our own use and for the community.

3.  Pray that Easter may be a time of great blessing across our local churches.  Pray for the clergy leading the services and for the powerful witness of our procession of the cross both for those participating and those watching.
4.  World Wildlife Fund’s Earth Hour takes place on 31 March 8.30pm it is a simple idea that has quickly turned into a global phenomenon.  Hundreds of millions of people turn off their lights, for one hour, on the same night, all across the planet.  The idea is much bigger than saving an hour’s electricity.  It is about the realisation that the actions we take from the energy we use, the food we buy, to the water we drink has an effect on the planet and we need to look after it - not just for an hour or year, but every single day.  Pray for our Earth.

Food Bank If you can donate any of the following items for the Food Bank they would be very much appreciated.

Milk uht or powdered, sugar, fruit juice, soup, pasta sauces, tinned sponge puddings, tinned

tomatoes, tinned baked beans or spaghetti, tinned  rice pudding, cereals,               teabags/instant coffee, packets of rice and pasta, Tinned meat / fish ,tinned fruit, jams, biscuits and snack bars. 

Most needed items incLude the following
Sponge puddings and other long life puddings, tea bags & coffee - small & large, sugar small or 500gs,tinned hot dogs, tinned meat, curries, chilli -con-carne, anything that goes with pasta or rice.  

DONATIONS ARE WELCOME TO BUY ITEMS THAT CANNOT BE DONATED. 

Thank you for everything that you have donated.
 WOOED BY THE SPRING

Leaves that are bursting open

Daffodil buds uncurled

This is the giving of glory

The offer of gold to the world.

Whenever a garden is tended

Whenever a meadow is blessed

There will be daffodils dancing

By the kiss of the Spring caressed.

Fellowship Groups

	Day and Time
	Host
	Leader
	Address
	Phone contact

	Wednesday 7.30pm
	Jan and  Gray Strutt
	Jan Strutt , Lionel Jones, and Peggy Tresise
	5 Dursley Court, Cedar Drive, Dursley
	519640

	Thursday 2.30pm 
	The Quarry
	Simon Helme
	The Quarry Chapel Cam
	543549

	Thursday 2.30pm
	Ronnie Harding
	Helene Dalrymple and Elaine Jones
	11 Shakespeare Road, Dursley
	547080

	Thursday 7.30pm
	Various
	Hannah Jelf

Zoe Avastu

Andrew Phillips
	Various venues
	548367 (Hannah)


Fellowship groups resume after Easter. Please be advised by your group leader. As the Thursday evening group venue changes from week to week, please contact Hannah to confirm the venue.

April 

Scatter seeds of friendship, thoughts and words and deeds.  Though the soil looks stony, scatter wide your seeds.  Every kindly action, every word sincere-- every good intention meant to help or cheer, is a seed of friendship and somewhere, someday--it will root and blossom in its own sweet way.

April Rotas 2012: 

Please swap if necessary and amend the copy in the reception room

	Duties
	April 1st
	April 8th
	April 15th
	April 22nd
	April 29th

	Duty elder
	Hilary Green
	Carol or Dennis Allen
	Lionel Jones
	Rodney Irvine
	Martine Carter

	Vestry elder
	Martine Carter
	Lionel Jones
	Ronnie Harding
	Jan Strutt
	Shirley Welsh

	Reader 1
	Lionel Jones
	Rod Irvine
	Gill Stott
	Gill Watts
	Glyn Goulden

	Reader2
	Shirley Welsh
	Vivienne Deane
	Gill Watts
	Emma Irvine
	Carole or Dennis Allen

	Door Duty
	Lita& Ron Heathman
	Zoe Avastu Rod Irvine
	Carole Bye Ronnie Harding
	Mary & MichaelWeedon
	Betty & Iain Hearn

	Welcome Team
	JanStrutt Gray Strutt  Peggy Tresise


	Shirley & Matt Welsh Ronnie Harding


	Iain Hearn Martine Carter   Hilary Green
	Angela Jones Carole Bye  Malcolm Harris
	Chris Purnell

Tarina Cieciura

Ron Swanwick

	Flower Distribution
	Hazel Harris
	Mary Sherratt
	Peggy Tresise
	Enid Fullard
	Hilary Green


Communion Preparation:  April 1st :  Gloria Pritchard

Servers:  Peggy Tresise, Jan Strutt, Rod Irvine, Ronnie Harding
Communion Preparation April 8th:  Angela Simpson
Servers: Gill and  Vic Watts and Sally and Terry Larkham
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