
March  2012

Dursley Tab URC Wot’s On  www.dursleytab.org.uk
Fri 2 Mar  7pm Women’s World Day of Prayer –  Dursley Methodist Church

Sun 4 Mar 10.30am  Morning worship led by Rev Simon Helme 

including the baptism of Teagan Hughes Theme: Living Legacy.Reading: Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 Psalm 22:23–31 Romans 4:13–25 Mark 8:31–38 or Mark 9:2–9 

6pm    Churches Together United Lent Service at Dursley Methodist Church - The Leap of Faith (Hebrews 11.8-22) Rev Janet Bromley

Mon 5 -8 Mar The minister is away on his MA Course.

THE FABRIC PANEL WILL NOT BE MEETING DURING MARCH.

Tue 6 Mar 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the church .

Wed 7 Mar 10 - 1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle. Helpers needed.

Thu 8 Mar 7.30pm Elders Meeting in the Upper Hall.

Sun 11 Mar 10.30am Morning worship led by Rod Irvine. Theme: Cosmic Law. 

Readings: Exodus 20:1–17 Psalm 19 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 John 2:13–22 

6pm Churches Together United Service at Dursley Methodist Church - The Fight of Faith.

(Hebrews 11.23-31) Rev Dr John Emmett.

Tue 13 Mar 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the church.

Wed 14 Mar 10 - 1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle. Helpers needed.

Thu 15  7.30pm Synod Trip to Church of North India – an evening presentation by Liz Swanwick

Sun 18 Mar 10.30am Mothering Sunday led by Rev Simon Helme Theme: Rich in love. Readings: Numbers 21:4–9 Psalm 107: 1–3, 17–22 Ephesians 2:1–10 John 3:14–21

6pm    Churches Together United Lent Service at Dursley Methodist Church - The Team Effort (Hebrews 11.32-40) Rev Simon Helme

Tue 20 Mar 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the church.

Tue 20 Mar 2pm  Women’s Guild speaker Mr David Evans- Tabernacle Tales, everyone is welcome so do come upstairs to the Upper Hall.

Wed 21 Mar 10-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Thu 22 Mar 7.30pm Church Annul General Meeting.

Sun 25 Mar 10.30am Contemporary Style Service led by Rev Simon Helme

Theme: Heart Promises. Readings: Jeremiah 31:31–34 Psalm 51:1–12 or Psalm 119:9–16 Hebrews 5:5–10 John 12:20–33

6pm    Churches Together United Lent Service at Dursley Methodist Church - The Champion (12.1-4) Deacon Domenic Bucci

Tue 27 Mar 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the church. 
Wed 28 Mar 10 -1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Sat 31 Mar 9.30-11.30am Saturday Coffee Morning hosted by the Women‘s Guild, with  full English breakfast available from 9.30am-11.30. There will be stalls including cake. Cakes and other gifts for the stalls would be very much appreciated. PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH .

Fairtrade Fortnight 27thFebruary-11th March

What a year! UK sales of Fairtrade products in 2010 grew by a recession defying 40%.  In 2010 nearly new farmers and miners became Fairtrade certified - from Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, Kenya and China - through the launch of gold, pulses and vegetables.  New products being developed are Fairtrade shrimps, rubber and jute.  Please continue to support Fairtrade products; especially in this fortnight, and so encourage our local shops and supermarkets to sell fair trade goods.

We are being asked to take a “Step for Fairtrade”. This year, 1.5million new actions, and we can make it as big or as small as we like - from trying out a new product or petitioning our MP on trade justice.  How about trying café direct’s sao Tome Hot chocolate  from Sainsbury’s.  Register your step at www.fairtrade.org.uk/step or fill in a step card available from the vestibule.  Details on Mission notice board in the passageway to upstairs rooms.
 Running the Race Churches Together in Cam,Dursley & District Lent Courses 2012 beginning week27/02/12.

2012 is Olympics year in the United Kingdom.  In the Olympics we have all the excitement and challenge of athletics.  Sporting images are used often in the New Testament to speak of the challenge, discipline and achievement of living life with Christ.


This set of Lent studies is based on Hebrews 11.1-12.4.At the end of that passage there is an inspiring image of Christians running the race.  As we do so we are surrounded by a crowd of witnesses cheering us on.  Some of their stories are told in Hebrews11 and so we will be looking at how they can be examples and inspire us in living the life of faith, just like our sporting heroes.  This race is run looking to Jesus waiting at the finishing line.  He himself has run the race and been victorious.  The studies raise questions about what it means to believe; how we face up to difficulties and doubts; and the challenges of obedience to God.

Outline of the series

1. The Walk of Faith (Hebrews 11.1-7)


2. The Leap of Faith (Hebrews 11.8-22)

3. The Fight of Faith (Hebrews 11.23-31)  

4. The Team Effort (Hebrews 11.32-40)

5. The Champion (12.1-4)

Monday 7.30pm         12 Shelley Road, Dursley  Host: Angela Jones       

Leaders: Martine Carter/Hilary Green Contact Tel: 890432 

Maximum number of attendees 8

Tuesday a) 1.15pm         Dursley Tabernacle, Parsonage Street, Dursley

Leader:   Kathryn Tearle  Contact Tel: 545791 

Suitable for mums with young children, everybody welcome.

b) 2pm  St Giles' Church, Uley  Leaders: Marion Kee/Hilary Weeks Contact Tel: 860364/860539

c) 3pm  St Bartholomew's Parish Church, Coaley   Leader: Don Hunt Contact Tel: 860598

d) 7.30pm         14, Tilsdown Close, Cam Hosts: Chris and Julia Gaunt Contact Tel: 547528            Maximum Number of attendees: 10 

Wednesday a) 7.30pm         2, Lower Poole Close, GL11 4LU  

Leader: Tony King Contact Tel: 298897   Maximum number of attendees 12

b) 7.30pm         Old Park Bungalow, 3B Upthorpe, Cam Hosts: Barbara and Alan Garnham          Leader: Rev Ian Robb Contact Tel: 548560   Maximum number of attendees 12

c) 8pm              3a, Woodland Drive, Dursley  

Leaders: Peter and Sara Smout Contact Tel: 542619       Maximum number of attendees 15

United Lent Services at Dursley Methodist Church

All Services start at 6pm

February 26  1. The Walk of Faith (Hebrews 11 1-7) Rev Jennifer McKenzie

March 4         2.  The Leap of Faith (Hebrews 11 8-22) Rev Janet Bromley

Mqrch 11       3.The Fight of Faith (Hebrews 11 23-31) Rev Dr John Emmett

March 18       4. The Team Effort (Hebrews 11 32-40) Rev Simon Helme

March 29       5. The Champion (12 1-4) Deacon Domenic Bucci 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CHURCH MEMBER? To find out more speak to Simon - 542344.
FLOWERS FOR FEBRUARY WERE KINDLY GIVEN BY:-  

Feb 5 Evelyn Robertson in memory of Lilian King    Feb 12 Shirley & Matt Welsh

Feb 19 Mary Sherratt                                                   Feb 26 In memory of Frank Norris,

 Our thanks to all who gave flowers and to those who arranged them in February, also to those who deliver them each week to the sick and housebound, their visits are very much appreciated and help to keep people in touch with the Tabernacle. 

If you could help with the flower arranging or delivering the flowers on a Monday, Joan Kingham would like to hear from you to add your name to this years rota of helpers. 

A rota for those wishing to give flowers to our church is on the notice board in the vestibule.  Please put your name against the date you prefer and let Joan Kingham know whether you wish to buy your own flowers or would prefer to give a donation to the flower fund.  
Bible-A-Month Jar.

Thank you for the small change you add to this jar over the weeks.  Bible society are working hard to provide “proclaimers” for listening groups to hear the Bible in their own languages in Ethiopia.                                                                                                 

Bible Society 
Sellase is an Ethiopian.  In 1970’s, he used a New Testament tape to lead his friends to Christ, as none of them could read or write.  But the tape broke, through over use!  He writes “People in other churches have told us about the proclaimed - how they can listen to it everyday and visit the sick with it.  We are hoping it is coming to us.  I know the Proclaimer would deepen our faith”.

News of the church family                                                                                                                               

I would like to thank everyon[image: image2.emf]

e who sent cards and good wishes to me.  I am hoping to be home in early March. You have all been very kind and I thank you for your support.  Michael Parsons.

It is good to know that Michael Parsons and Roy Jones are making progress and we hope they will soon be able to leave hospital.  It is also a joy to know that Glyn  Goulden and his daughter are very much better.  Gloria Pritchard has had a nasty bout of shingles, but it was lovely to see her in church, and also to see Hilary Peacock who has been unwell.  Jean & Charles Jukes have been well enough to attend church again, and Doris Biddle also felt well enough to come too.

Mary Sherratt’s husband Roland is out of hospital but Mary has been unable to attend church due to difficulties with the carers hours, we have missed Mary from our fellowship.  We think of her in our prayers.  We welcome Val & Jim Smith back from their holiday in New Zealand and that Val is feeling better now. We are glad Simon and family had such a lovely holiday in the sun.  Carol Beattie (Ronnies sister) is having a operation on her foot on Thursday so we think of her and pray she will soon be back in church again soon.

Women’s World Day of Prayer

Services have been prepared by the women of Malaysia, and will take place in Dursley Methodist Church on Friday March 2nd at 7pm.  The speaker this year will be Ross Leigh of Cirencester. Tabernacle members will be taking part in the service.  Do come and support this.  

Corrymeela Lunch For those expecting the lunch in March, because of work in the Community Rooms this has been postponed and will now take place of Thursday April 19th.  Please put this important date in your diary it is always a great occasion.

Dates for your diaries                                                                                                           

Thu 1 March 7.30pm for 7.45pm Dursley Tabernacle School of Theology – 

Next meeting at Dursley Tab. If you wish to be part of this school you will need to get hold of a copy of Alister’s McGrath’s Christian theology: an introduction. There have been five revisions of the book. The present edition is published by Publisher: Wiley-Blackwell; 5th Edition edition (24 Sep 2010) ISBN-10: 1444335146 ISBN-13: 978-1444335149 Amazon are selling it at anything from £20-£5.  Please read chapter FOURTEEN (human nature, sin and grace)  in preparation. Contact Revd Simon Helme, The Parsonage, 3 Parsonage Street, Dursley, GL11 4BW, 01453 542344.  Future dates: March 29th;  April 26th   May 31st 

Thur 15 March 7.30pm - My Trip to India

Liz Swanwick will be showing photographs and talking about her recent trip to the Diocise of Durgapur.  Come and hear about her visit and about the work of the church of North India in that Diocese.

Our Church Annual General Meeting 2012 will take place on Thursday March 22nd at 7.30pm  Please come along and hear about the work of the church over the last year and take part in our elections if you are a church member. Once more we will be collating all the reports in to a set of Ministry Reports so if you have one to contribute please let me have it by the 11th March at the latest. These should ideally be e-mailed to me at liz52crocker@btinternet.com but if that is not possible please give me a paper copy. We will not have any verbal reports on the evening from organisations but will include them in the full set of reports. Thank you. Liz Swanwick, Church Secretary. 

We will also be voting for new Elders so please support this important event.

Sat 24 March from 2pm-4pm SHARPNESS URC NEED OUR HELP

The church garden at Sharpness has become overgrown with ivy and brambles.  Members of the church are hoping to have a major gardening session on Saturday 24th March at 2pm-4pm.  We would be most grateful I for any help the Tabernacle members and friends might be able to give us.  Anyone able to is asked if they could bring some gardening tools.  Thank you.  Any Queries to Joan Symes on 860449. 

Wed 28 - 31 March The Tabard Players will be presenting their latest play.

Thu 19 April in the Upper Hall the Corrymeela Lunch.  Everyone welcome, please come and support this worthwhile charity and enjoy a good lunch with friendly company.

 28th April  Bangers and Mash supper and Quiz night  This will be a good fun evening for everyone.  Teams of 6 and price per person is £8, Family  £20. Tickets will be available soon from Ron Swanwick or Gloria Pritchard.

Erratum in the Church Directory.

Please note Ron Swanwick’s correct e mail address is swanwick@stablestudio.co.uk 
Julie Perrin’s telephone number is 07909295207  not as printed in the directory

Sylvia Woods e mail address is woods_ se@yahoo.co.uk(note this is an underscore not a dash)

The Alpha Course – Wednesdays at 8pm at 4 Cedar Drive. Dursley
The Alpha course is open to everyone interested in discovering what Christianity is about. Come, relax, eat, share your thoughts and explore the meaning of life. Topics include Who is Jesus? Why and how to pray, why and how to read the bible, guidance, healing, the holy spirit.

 Find out more at http://uk.alpha.org  Publicity material and  invitation leaflets, are in the vestibule and reception room. Speak to Simon (542344 or shelme@btinternet.com ) if you are interested in taking part. 

YOUTH ALPHA COURSE – will run after FURY every Sunday night from Feb 26th 7.30-8.45pm in The Parsonage. Speak to Emma Irvine 543760 or Simon 542344 if interested. 

Family Café
We still need help on Wednesday mornings to support our very successful Family Café. If you can help please see Susan Panes so you can be added to the rota. Or contact her on 546737. Remember we always need help after the Sunday service to set up the church space for the Café.

TAB CHURCH WEEEKND AWAY – SHELDON, DEVON – JUNE 29-JULY1ST We have booked the Sheldon Centre in Devon, for our church weekend this year. Sheldon is a cluster of converted farm buildings set in 45 acres of grounds with beautiful views across the Teign Valley.

Sheldon is home to the members of the Sheldon Community, so the place has a loved and lived-in flavour and is well cared for indoors and out.  At the time of going to press we are still sorting out the costings and arrangements/programme. The cost of the accommodation is relatively inexpensive and there is the option to camp to keep the cost down even more.  You can explore the facilities by going online www.sheldon.uk.com Please speak to Simon or Ronnie Harding if you are interested.

Share a Prayer, and make Dursley Tab a powerful prayer base.
1.  Please pray for the work of the Bible Seciety in Ethiopia and that they will get their 1’500 proclaimers.

2.  Please continue to pray for the refurbishing of the lower community rooms and that all the plans progress smoothly.

3.  Pray too for the right decisions on the way in which the Parsonage will be used in the future, for our own use and for the community.

4.  Pray for the Lent groups that will meet across Cam & Dursley and for all who will lead and host the groups and for all who take the services.  May those who participate find it a time of reflection and challenge.  

Stamps  Thank you for all the stamps you have been saving over the past year.  Four large parcels have been sent off to the Leprosy Mission.  This year is a memorable year for special stamps so please save them, as they are likely to raise more money for TLM. Stamps are being produced to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, London 2012 Olympics, 200th anniversary of Charles Dickens, Britons of Distinction (Feb 23rd), clasic locomotions, comics, British Fashion designers and of course, Christmas 2012.

Fellowship Groups
	Day and Time
	Host
	Leader
	Address
	Phone contact

	Wednesday 7.30pm
	Jan and Gray Strutt
	Jan, Lionel Jones and Peggy Tresise
	5 Dursley Court, Cedar Drive, Dursley
	519640

	Thursday 2.30pm
	Ronnie Harding 
	Helene Dalrymple and Elaine Jones
	11 Shakespeare Road, Dursley
	547080

	Thursday 2.30pm
	Shirley & Matt Welsh 
	Simon Helme
	31 The  Quarry  Cam
	543549

	Thursday 7.30pm
	Various
	Hannah Jelf 

Zoe Avastu

Andrew Phillips
	Various venues
	548367 (Hannah)


Normally our fellowship groups are suspended during lent.  Please be advised by your group leader. As Thursday evening group venue changes from week to week, please contact Hannah to confirm the venue.
March  Rotas 2012: please swap if necessary and amend the copy in the reception room
	Duties
	4th March
	11thMarch
	18th March 
	25th March

	Duty elder
	Lionel Jones
	Martine Carter
	Shirley Welsh
	Ronnie Harding

	Vestry elder
	Hilary Green
	Jan Strutt
	Carol or Dennis Allen
	Peggy Tresise

	Reader1 
	Joan Kingham
	Glyn Goulden
	Angela Simpson
	Caroline Stables

	Reader2
	Iain Hearn
	Peggy Tresise
	Lilla Jones
	Edna Mellerup

	Door Duty
	Enid Fullard & Joan Kingham
	Mary & Michael Weedon
	Eric Murray & Farida Barnes
	Jean & John Harris

	Welcome Team
	Shirley Welsh Matt Welsh Ronnie Harding
	Angela Jones Carol Bye Malcolm Harris
	Chris Purnell Tarina Cieciura Ron Swanwick
	Emma Bryne  

Joan Kingham Helene Dalrymple

	Flower Distribution
	Carol Bye
	Ronnie Harding 
	Helene Dalrymple
	Shirley Welsh


Communion Preparation: No Communion Service in March
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