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 November 2011 

DursleyTab URC Wot’s On
www.dursleytab.org.uk
Tue 1 Nov 9am-11.30am  Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises. Come and help us if you can with this worthwhile job.  Painting, repairing, any DIY job needed. 

Tue 1 Nov 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room. If you would like us to pray for a loved one get in touch with Simon, Joan, or Gill, Avril, Brian, Di, Eve or Elaine.

Tue 1 Nov 7.45pm The Alpha course continues (Full details inside).

Wed 2 Nov 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.  Helpers welcome. 

Sun 6 Nov 10.30am Communion Service led by Revd Simon Helme Theme: Ready to shine. Reading: Matthew 25:1–13 ; Joshua 24:1–3a, 14–25 Psalm 78:1–71 Thessalonians 4:13–18 
Tue 8 Nov 9.am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises. New helpers welcome. 

Tue 8 Nov 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room. Everyone welcome.

Tue 8 Nov 7.45pm  The Alpha course continues, all are welcome. 

Wed 9 Nov 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Wed 9 Nov 7.30pm at the Tabernacle Food Bank meeting is planned. (Full details inside)   

Thur 10 Nov 7.30pm ELDERS MEETING in the Upper Hall 
Sun 13 Nov 10.30am Morning worship led by Revd Simon Helme Theme: Abundant possibilities. Reading:  Matthew 25:14–30; Judges 4:1–7 ;Psalm 123; 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
Tue 15 Nov 9am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.

Tue 15  Nov 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room.

Tue 15  Nov 2pm Women’s Guild meet in the Upper Hall, Gloucestershire Constabulary - Crime Prevention - also Bring & Buy. Everyone welcome.  

Tue 15 Nov 7.30pm The Alpha course continues.

Wed 16 Oct 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Sat 19 Nov 9.30am-1pm CHRISTMAS GIFTS AND CRAFT FAIR (see inside for full details)

Sun 20 Nov 10.30am Morning worship led by Rev Simon Helme followed by Church meeting.

Theme: Reign of Christ. Reading: Matthew 25:31–46; Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 ; Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15–23 

Tue 22 Nov  9am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.

Tue 22 Nov  9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room.

Tue 22 Nov 7.30pm The Alpha course continues.

Wed 23 Nov 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Thu 24 Nov 8pm Men’s Group meeting Old Spot, May Lane. – Christmas – the best and worst!    
Sun 27 Nov 10.30am Advent Sunday led by Rev Simon Helme Theme: Longing. 

Readings: Isaiah 64:1–9; Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19; 1 Corinthians 1:3–9; Mark 13:24–37 

6pm  Cafe Style Worship for Advent Sunday 

Tue 29 Nov 9am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.

Tue 29 Nov 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room.

Tue 29 Nov 7.45pm The Alpha course continues.

Wed 30 Nov 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Monday is the Ministers Day Off, please avoid contacting him except in an emergency.

FLOWERS FOR OCTOBER WERE KINDLY GIVEN BY:-  

2 Oct Hilary Green    9 Oct Diana Moir
16 Oct Gill & Vic Watts    

23 Oct Sally & Terry Larkham    30 Oct Nella Wintle 

 Our thanks to all who gave flowers in October

A rota for those wishing to give flowers to our church is on the notice board in the vestibule.  Please put your name against the date you prefer and let Joan Kingham know whether you wish to buy your own flowers or would prefer to give a donation to the flower fund.  
Leading Worship Training Course I intend to run a short course to train people in leading worship. If you are interested in this aspect of the church’s ministry please speak to me. Thanks Simon (542344)

 INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CHURCH MEMBER? To find out more speak to Simon – 542344.  

                                                                                                                                            News of the church family  October has been a very sad  month for Dursley Tabernacle.  we have lost two very faithful and loyal members of our church, Ron Jones and Bill Exell.                                                                      On October 3rd a wonderful service of thanksgiving for the life of our dear friend, Ron Jones was led by our minister.  Many tributes were paid to Ron.  Ron Heathman reminded us that we only had to look around to see the many things that Ron had done to refurbish and enhance our church, and to make us proud, of our buildings.  We can now offer flexible worship and accomodation, making it a place of true welcome.  We also remembered the fun he had provided through the Tabard Players, but above all we remembered his wisdon, his kindness and concern for so many people and for his faith and courage during his last illness.  He will be greatly missed, and our loving thoughts and prayers go out to Angela, Andrew, Clare and the grandchildren.                                                                                                                                       Angel, Andrew, Claire, Lydia and Daniel Jones  wish to thank all our dear Tabernacle friends for their love, prayers and support during Ron’s illness. God bless you all.                                                                                                   
Then on October 21st we sadly said goodbye to our good friend Bill Exell, who had also shown great courage and fortitude, knowing his illness was terminal.  His thanksgiving service was also very moving, and tributes were paid to his memory, including one from Charles Jukes, who remembered many happy holidays together and years of friendship.  He and Jean shared with Bill and Grace.  Simon reminded  us of Bill’s service to the church as a deacon during the ministry of the Reverend Frank Nunn, when he helped with decoration and upgrading our church at that time, and of his loyal service over many years.  Our loving sympathy goes out to Grace and his children Anne and Robert and their families.  We shall also miss Bill too.                                                                                                                                          Margaret Turner is now in Cheltenham General Hospital. Peggy Tresise is slowly recovering from her operation, but still has problems.  It is good to know Michael Parsons is safely home following his heart valve operation.  At present Betty Hearn is in Stinchcombe  Manor for respite care following her hip operation.  We hope we shall continue to have good news of our friends.  We also remember Rachel Austin who is still unable to return to work and we think of Hilary Peacock who still has many worrying problems, and of Audrey Stewart who has had a very painful hip for some time.  We have missed Mary Sherratt from our worship recently.  She has been very unwell, and also very concerned for her husband Roland who is now in Berkley Hospital.  Gill Watts is at present out of action, and we miss her. She has damaged her knee and is waiting a consultation with a specialist.  It is good to see Shirley welsh back in church looking so much better, and also to see Margaret Pengelly, who has been quite unwell.  Dilys Morgan has recently moved from number 58 to number 47 Champions Court,  and we hope she will be happy and more settled in her new flat.               
I have missed you all this last six weeks, but want to thank you so much for your phone calls, cards, gifts and visits. Being part of the Christian family at the Tab is a very wonderful experience and I have been touched by your kindness to me.  Thank you, God bless, Peggy.  Congratulations to Elise Fullard who has won a National Award for sporting achievement.

Dates for your diaries                                                                                                           Sat 29 Oct from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Spirituality Network for Gloucestershire Cathedral Day to be held at Gloucester Cathedral when the “Vicar of Baghdad”, Revd. Canon Andrew White will be leading a day entitled A Journey in Faith. Canon Andrew White both works as a priest in Baghdad and exercises a ministry of mediation and reconciliation in the Middle East. The cost of the day is £10 and tickets can be reserved by contacting Revd. Pauline Green 01454 311936 e-mail pgreen@clara.co.uk The Spirituality Network is very pleased that Canon White is able to lead this day and hopes that folk locally will take up the invitation to hear him speak.

The Alpha Course – Tuesdays at 7.45pm The Alpha course is open to everyone interested in discovering what Christianity is about. Come, relax, eat, share your thoughts and explore the meaning of life. Topics include Who is Jesus? Why and how to pray, why and how to read the bible, guidance, healing, the holy spirit. Find out more at http://uk.alpha.org  Publicity material and  invitation leaflets, are in the vestibule and reception room. Speak to Simon (542344 or shelme@btinternet.com ) if you are interested in taking part.  

Thu 3 Nov 7.30pm for 7.45pm Dursley Tabernacle School of Theology  

 If you wish to be part of this school you will need to get hold of a copy of Alister’s McGrath’s Christian theology: an introduction. There have been five revisions of the book. The present edition is published by Publisher: Wiley-Blackwell; 5th Edition (24 Sep 2010) ISBN-10: 1444335146 ISBN-13: 978-1444335149 Amazon are selling it at anything from £20-£5.  Please read chapter TWELVE (Faith and History) for 3rd Nov in preparation. Contact Revd Simon Helme, The Parsonage, 3 Parsonage Street, Dursley, GL11 4BW, 01453 542344. Other dates for the year are as follows:; 1st December 

Thur 17 Nov 2pm A talk to mark the 400thAnniversary of the King James Bible by David Mullin, (Collection Officer of the Museum). “In the beginning was the word”,  to be held in the museum at Stratford Park Stroud. Booking necessary, admission £6 call 01453 763394.
Sat 19 Nov  9.30 am – 1.00pmChristmas Gift and Craft Fair, organised by the Events Team . This is a chance to come and buy Christmas gifts. There will be a range of crafts made by some members of the church, including dried flower arrangements for Christmas, jewellery and prints. There will also be hot mince pies and cakes along with coffee, tea and a raffle. If you would like to display and sell some homemade crafts please contact Ronald Swanwick, Angela Simpson or Gloria Pritchard.

Tuesday 29th November The Spirituality Network for Gloucestershire will be holding a Quiet Day for Advent “Come and Behold Him” at the Convent of our Lady and St. Bernard, Brownshill, Stroud, from 10.00 am – 3.00pm cost £10. Rev Pauline Green will be leading the day. To reserve a place contact Mrs Penny Lidstone 01452 741410. Take a packed lunch. 

Fri 2 Dec 7.30pm Gloster Gallery Quire with punch and hot mince pies

We are very pleased that this wonderful music group have agreed to come and perform for us again, following their successful evening earlier in the year.  This time it is a Christmas theme with a programme of festive music, songs and reading from the Victorian period. The quire play a variety of old unusual instruments in their own distinctive way and there will

be several opportunities to join in. This is the kind of music you would have heard in church in that period.

 The quire will be dressed in costume of around the 1840’ s and we are hoping you will enter into the spirit of the season and come dressed for the occasion.  

 Refreshments including mulled wine, tea, coffee and warm home made mince pies will be available.

 Offers of donations of mince pies should be made to Ron or Gloria. Thanks

 Tickets £5 from Ron or Gloria.

Dec 17 9.30am-11.30am Coffee Morning with fresh table decorations and cake stall.

SPRING HARVEST – MINEHEAD 10-15 April 2012Spring Harvest is a Christian festival of worship, teaching, children and youth activities that inspires and encourages the church in its faith and mission. It has been running for over thirty years and attracts thousands of people to the Butlins Holidays sites in Minehead and Skegness over the Easter holidays. This year’s theme is Church Actually and will be looking at how the church can be hope for the world. Looking at the mission of the church in our culture and our calling as God’s people. The Helmes, Allens and Irvine’s are booked in so far.  - if anyone else is interested speak to them.  

	Day and Time
	Host
	Leader
	Address
	Phone contact

	Wednesday 2.30pm
	The Quarry
	Simon Helme
	The Quarry Chapel, Cam
	543549

	Wednesday 7.30pm
	Jan and Gray Strutt
	Jan, Lionel Jones and Peggy Tresise
	5 Dursley Court, Cedar Drive, Dursley
	519640

	Thursday 2.30pm
	Ronnie Harding
	Helene Dalrymple and Elaine Jones
	11 Shakespeare Road, Dursley
	547080

	Thursday 7.30pm
	Various
	Hannah Jelf 

Zoe Avastu
Andrew Phillips
	Various venues
	548367 (Hannah)


Our fellowship groups continue. Due to lack of support our Tuesday and Thursday evening groups are combining and you are very welcome to attend this newly formed group. It is open to everyone. Please contact Hannah to confirm the venue as this may change from week to week.
Food Bank 

At the recent Churches Together in Cam and Dursley and District (CTCDD) Forum we discussed the invitation from the Stroud District Food bank to join their organisation to support people in the Stroud District who are suffering from short term food crises. Food banks are receiving a lot of media attention at the moment. The increased usage of them is seen as an indication of the economic hardship many are experiencing in this time of recession. We decided that CTCDD should support the setting up of a local food bank as part of our practical Christian response to the hardship that many in our community may be experiencing.. 

How Food banks work Clients are referred to the Food bank from local care providers and community groups. This includes probation services, schools, GP surgeries, clergy and Schools. Once referred, individuals and families will be able to receive 3 days worth of food which should give space for the family to get long term support in place in terms of benefits, debt counselling and the like. Food will be provided through collections from schools, churches, community groups and local supermarket collections and will be distributed from a central location where clients can have a drink, a chat and be signposted towards further help.  

What happens next?

 Having had a number of exploratory meetings about the concept of a food bank the time has come to take the next step in trying to form a group of people who will set up the Food bank in the Cam and Dursley area. A meeting has been arranged at Dursley Tabernacle for Wednesday 9th November at 7.30pm for all those interested in taking on a role in establishing the Food bank.

What we need

 We need enthusiastic individuals who would be willing to form a steering group to take charge of the setting up of our part of the Food bank. This would involve working with the group in Stroud, and with the national body, the Trussell Trust, that advises and supports Food banks. It would involve all the tasks necessary to establish the Food bank from scratch e.g. finding suitable premises; recruiting, training and organising volunteers; organising the supply and distribution of food; liaising with local care providers and community groups; fundraising etc.

Please consider whether you, or someone you know, may be interested in being part of this steering group to establish our Food bank. On Wednesday 9th November 7.30pm at Dursley Tabernacle we will try and form a group to take this forward. 

Revd Simon Helm Convenor of Churches Together in Cam, Dursley and District 2011-2012Email: shelme@btinternet.com Telephone: 01453 542344

November Rotas: please swap if necessary and amend the copy in the reception room
	Duty
	6th November
	13th November
	20th November
	27th November

	Duty elder
	Jan Strutt
	Carol or Dennis Allen
	Rodney Irvine
	Hilary Green

	Vestry elder
	Ronnie Harding
	Martine Carter
	Carol or Dennis Allen
	Rodney Irvine

	Reader 1
	Gill Stott
	Michael Weeden
	Carol or Dennis Allen
	Gordon Moir

	Reader2
	Michael Weeden
	Iain Hearn
	Brenda Peters
	Jayne Parsons

	Door Duty
	Mary and Michael Weeden
	Eric Murray and Farida
	Betty and Iain Hearn
	Gloria and Mike Pritchard

	Welcome Team
	Iain Hearn 

Martine Carter
Hilary Green
	Elaine Jones 

Carole Bye
Malcolm Harris
	Charlotte Carter 

Tarina Cieciura
Ronald Swanwick
	Jan Strutt 

Gray Strutt
Peggy Tresise

	Flower Distribution
	Helene Dalrymple
	Shirley Welsh
	Hazel Harris
	Peggy Tresise


Communion Preparation: Caroline Stables
Communion Servers: Rodney Irvine, Shirley Welsh, Lionel Jones, Martine Carter 

     Share a Prayer, and make Dursley Tab a powerful prayer base.
1.  Give thanks for the food donated from the harvest gifts and from a local school to the Stroud Food Bank.  Please join us in praying that the Lord will lead us to a safe secure, place to store the food, and that he will continue to bless and guide those involved in setting up the organisation.

2.  Please pray for our Fellowship groups as they meet every other week and also for the Alpha course,  which Simon has recently started.  We pray that this course may reach out into our community to those who want to find out more about Jesus and our faith.

3.  Please pray for the areas around The Indian Ocean, affected by the heavy Monsoon rains.  Recently we collected money to help Pakistani people in the Sindh area.  Hundreds of thousands of homes and millions of acres of crops have been swept away.  Over 6 million people in this area have been affected,  many of them also experienced the severe floods of last year and the loss of their homes and livelihoods leaves them with no means of support or survival.  Please pray that the aid going into these areas will reach all who need it.  May it be spent wisely and well and lead to plans to help all who have suffered in this disaster.
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 August 2011 

DursleyTabernacle Wot’s On
www.dursleytab.org.uk


