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 October 2011 

DursleyTab URC Wot’s On
www.dursleytab.org.uk
Sat 1 Oct Men’s Group cycle ride organised by Dennis Allen.

Sun 2 Oct 10.30am Communion Service led by Rev Simon Helme

Theme: God’s loving wisdom. Reading: Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20 ; Psalm 19; Philippians 3:4b–14 ;Matthew 21:33–46

Tue 4 Oct 9am-11.30am  Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises. Come and help us if you can with this worthwhile job.  Painting, mending things, any DIY jobs etc. 

Tue 4 Oct 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room. 

Wed 5 Oct 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.   

Thu 6 Oct 7.30pm Elders Meeting in the Upper Hall.

Sun 9 Oct 10.30am Morning worship led by Rev Simon Helme  Theme: God Matters. Reading: Exodus 32:1–14; Psalm 106:1–6, 19–23; Philippians 4:1–9; Matthew 22:1–14
Sun 9 Oct Men’s Group pm visit to “The Gloucester Barn Owl Centre” organised by A.Phillips.

Mon 10 Oct-Sun 16 The Minister will be away on study leave.

Tue 11 Oct 9.am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises. New helpers welcome. 

Tue 11 Oct 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room. Everyone welcome.

Wed 12 Oct 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Sun 16 Oct 10.30am Morning worship led by Rev Richard Atkins.

Tue 18 Oct 9am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.

Tue 18 Oct 9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room.

Tue 18 Oct 2pm Women’s Guild meet in the Upper Hall speaker Rev Simon Helme. 

Wed 19 Oct 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle..

Sun 23 Oct 10.30am Morning worship led by Rev Bill Hewis (from the Leprosy Mission)

6pm Churches Together United Service for the start of One World Week at St Dominics

Tue 25 Oct  9am Fabric Panel meet to work on church premises.

Tue 25 Oct  9.30am Prayer Group meet in the Reception room.

Wed 26 Oct 10am-1pm Family Café in the main sanctuary of the Tabernacle.

Sat  29 Oct 9.30am-11.30am A Coffee Morning  hosted by Lilla Jones. There will be a stall selling Save the Children Christmas cards, diaries and wrapping paper, A Tombola; and light breakfasts of toasted teacakes or toast & marmalade/Jam, as well as the usual Tabernacle stalls selling cakes, bric-a-brac,books etc & serving tea or coffee.Your support would be welcome
Sun 30th Morning worship led by Revd Simon Helme  Theme: God with us. 

Reading: Joshua 3:7–17; Psalm 107:1–7, 33–37 ; 1 Thessalonians 2:9–13; Matthew 23:1–12

The Ministers Day Off is now Monday. Please avoid contacting him on that day unless it is an emergency.



FLOWERS FOR SEPTEMBER WERE KINDLY GIVEN BY:-  

Sept 4   Val and Jim Smith 



     Sept 11 Hazel and Malcolm Harris  

Sept 18 Harvest Festival                                               Sept 25 Martine Carter

Thanks to all who gave flowers in September, with special thanks to all who gave flowers and helped to decorate the church for our Harvest Service.    

A rota for those wishing to give flowers to our church is on the notice board in the vestibule.  Please put your name against the date you prefer and let Joan Kingham know whether you wish to buy your own flowers or would prefer to give a donation to the flower fund.  
News of the church family  We are all deeply concerned about Ron Jones, and we hold him and Angela in our prayers at this anxious time.  We also remember Bill and Grace Exell as Bill is very poorly.  Peggy Tresise’s operation is safely over and  we hope she will make a full recovery very soon.  Rachel Austin has also had a knee operation, and we hope she will soon be feeling the benefit of this.  We continue to think of Jean and Charles Jukes and hope their health will improve.  Joyce Hurd has had a further stay in hospital and is still feeling very poorly.  We wish Betty Hearn well as she goes for her hip operation on October 5th.  It was good to see David Cameron Murphy in the Tabernacle again and looking so much better.  It was also good to see Shirley Welsh back in church after her stay in hospital.  She still needs further treatment, so we wait to have good news in the future.  It is good to see Joan Kingham has now had her plaster off, but remains in a lot of pain. We hope this will soon improve and wish her well n the future.  Congratulations to Sally and Terry Larkham who will be celebrating their Ruby Wedding on Oct 16th.  We hope they  will have a very happy day.

Dates for your diaries                                                                                                           
Tue 4 Oct 7.30pm Gloucestershire Churches Together Forum Meeting at the Greek Orthodox Church of St. John Chrysostom, Bentham nr Cheltenham. The speaker will be the Most Reverend Kallistos, Metropolitan of Diokleia and he will be speaking on the subject of Orthodox Spirituality and Prayer. Refreshments will be available and all are welcome. Metropolitan Kallistos is a seminal figure within the Orthodox Church and exercises a world-wide a ministry of lecturing and preaching and Gloucestershire Churches Together is very pleased and privileged to offer this invitation. More information from Alison Evans (County Ecumenical Officer) 01453 824034

Saturday 8th October 7.15 for 7.30pm start.  Wine and cheese tasting quiz.  Another event organised by the fund raising team.  You will need teams of four. Come and join the fun!  Tickets £7.50 each are available from Ron Swanwick and other members of the events team.

WEST MIDLANDS SYNOD IGNITE – 14-15TH OCTOBER 

The next synod will be a 24 hour event at the Holiday inn in the centre of Birmingham.  There are guest speakers and worship and seminars looking at mission and outreach with the intention of igniting the church! If you are interested in going see Liz Swanwick or read the leaflets on the church notice board or on the website www.urcwestmidlands.org.uk
INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CHURCH MEMBER? 

There will be a meeting on Wednesday 19 October 7.30pm for those interested in becoming a church member. To find out more speak to Simon – 542344. 

Thursday  20 Oct 7.30pm IN THE TAB UPPER HALL A FOOD BANK  MEETING– churches in Stroud and Dursley and Cam have been working together over the past few months in order to try and act out God’s love and support to those who are in crisis situations and to move toward ending poverty in our communities,  there will be a meeting to try and establish a group to set up and run our local branch of the Food bank. If you are interested please see Simon Helme.

Sat 29 October 9:30 - 11:30  Coffee Morning hosted by Lilla Jones 

There will be a stall selling Save the Children Fund Christmas Cards, Diaries and wrapping paper; a Tombola; and light breakfasts of Toasted Teacakes or Toast & Marmalade/Jam, as well as the usual Tabernacle stalls selling cakes, bric-a-brac & books & serving tea or coffee.

Sat 29 Oct 10 am to 3 pm Spirituality Network for Gloucestershire Cathedral Day at Gloucester Cathedral when the “Vicar of Baghdad”, Revd. Canon Andrew White will be leading a day entitled A Journey in Faith. Canon Andrew White both works as a priest in Baghdad and exercises a ministry of mediation and reconciliation in the Middle East. The cost of the day is £10 and tickets can be reserved by contacting Revd. Pauline Green 01454 311936 e-mail pgreen@clara.co.uk The Spirituality Network is very pleased that Canon White is able to lead this day and hopes that folk locally will take up the invitation to hear him speak. 

Thur 17 Nov 2pm A talk to mark the 400thAnniversary of the King James Bible by David Mullin, (Collection Officer of the Museum). “In the beginning was the word”,  to be held in the museum at Stratford Park Stroud. Booking necessary, admission £6 call 01453 763394.
Sun 20 Nov 11.30-12.30pm Church Meeting will take place after morning worship.

The Christmas Fayre will be held at the end of November or early December this year.

SYNOD VISITS TO THE CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA – NOV 2011, OR FEB 2012As part of our link with the Church of North India, our synod is running two exchange visits to India. In November this year a visit will take place to Amritsar and in February next year to Durgapur in West Bengal. The Synod hopes the travel costs will be subsidised. If you are interested in going on one of the exchanges please speak to Simon or Liz.
The Alpha Course – Tuesdays at 7.45pm The Alpha course is open to everyone interested in discovering what Christianity is about. Come, relax, eat, share your thoughts and explore the meaning of life. Topics include Who is Jesus? Why and how to pray, why and how to read the bible, guidance, healing, the holy spirit. Find out more at http://uk.alpha.org  Publicity material and  invitation leaflets, are in the vestibule and reception room. Speak to Simon (542344 or shelme@btinternet.com ) if you are interested in taking part.  

SPRING HARVEST – MINEHEAD 10-15 April 2012 Spring Harvest is a Christian festival of worship, teaching, children and youth activities that inspires and encourages the church in its faith and mission. It has been running for over thirty years and attracts thousands of people to the Butlins Holidays sites in Minehead and Skegness over the Easter holidays. This year’s theme is Church Actually and will be looking at how the church can be hope for the world. Looking at the mission of the church in our culture and our calling as God’s people. The Helmes, Allens and Irvines are booked in so far.  - if anyone else is interested speak to them.

Dursley Tabernacle School of Theology –Next meeting Thursday 3rd November 7.30pm for 7.45pm Dursley Tab. If you wish to be part of this school you will need to get hold of a copy of Alister’s McGrath’s Christian theology: an introduction. There have been five revisions of the book. The present edition is published by Publisher: Wiley-Blackwell; 5th Edition edition (24 Sep 2010) ISBN-10: 1444335146 ISBN-13: 978-1444335149 Amazon are selling it at anything from £20-£5.  Please read chapter TWELVE (Faith and History) for 3rd Nov in preparation. Contact Revd Simon Helme, The Parsonage, 3 Parsonage Street, Dursley, GL11 4BW, 01453 542344. Other dates for the year are as follows:; 1st December                                                                  

Leading Worship Training Course I intend to run a short course to train people in leading worship. If you are interested in this aspect of the church’s ministry please speak to me. Thanks Simon (542344)

Dursley Tabernacle United Reformed Church 

Church Fellowship groups 2011-12 

Our fellowship groups will be resuming at the end of September and we will be having some new groups starting and others continuing with some new leaders and different venues. Why not consider joining one if you haven’t tried before. We use “Seasons of the Spirit” Material which links in with our worship themes. If you would like to join a group please speak to Liz Swanwick, fellowship group co-ordinator, or any of the leaders. This is a very good way to get to know people and to have fellowship and fun. The fellowship groups will recommence in the week beginning the 25th September or the first week of October. Please check with the leaders. The Thursday evening group is for people who have recently completed the Alpha course. 

	Day and Time
	Host
	Leader
	Address
	Phone contact

	Tuesday 7.30pm
	Andrew and Alison Philips
	Andrew Philips
	29 Accacia Drive, Cam
	07971 608773

	Wednesday 2.00pm    


	The Quarry
	Simon Helme
	The Quarry Chapel, Cam
	542344

	Wednesday 7.30pm
	Jan and Gray Strutt
	Jan, Lionel Jones and Peggy Tresise
	5 Dursley Court, Cedar Drive, Dursley
	519640

	Thursday 2.30
	Ronnie Harding
	Helene Dalrymple and Elaine Jones
	11 Shakespeare Road, Dursley
	547080


Thursday

TBA
       Hannah Jelf

TBA


        548367

Evening


       Zoe Avastu


Note no Wednesday afternoon meeting on 28/09/11 - start on 05/10/11

September Church Meeting Update Church Membership Policy

At our September church meeting we considered a new church policy relating to church membership. The policy tells you about how to become a church member and the responsibilities involved in church membership. It also describes how the church roll works and how membership review takes place. This policy was accepted by the church meeting. For your information I am including the paragraph within the policy about how we will now go about reviewing the membership list. We will do this for the first time next year.The full policy is available from Simon or myself and will be posted on the church website shortly. If you would like to become a church member please speak to Simon
Membership review
In the event of a member moving away from the area or a member ceasing to attend church their membership will be reviewed. (John ch 15 v.2)
When a member moves away from the area they will be encouraged to link with a church in their new area. If a request for transfer does not come before the church elders, then after six months a letter will be sent to the member encouraging them to move their membership to a church in their area. If this does not happen after 1 year their membership will normally lapse and their name will be removed from the membership roll. 
If a member does not attend church within a 12 month period, then they should be visited by an elder or the minister to establish the reason for non-attendance. If there is good reason for their non-attendance, e.g. ill health, old age, infirmity, then, normally their membership will be retained, but if there is none their name will normally be removed from the membership roll. In some circumstances it may be appropriate for their names to remain on the roll but for them to be listed as friends for a further two years. This should be decided on a one to one basis depending on the circumstances of the individual. The circumstances of each friend should be reviewed each year to see if full membership can be restored. 
By reviewing our membership actively we seek to be a united, caring and committed fellowship working towards the growth of the kingdom of God in our community.” 

Church Directory

Our church directory needs updating and for some time the elders have been of the view that it should not be a directory solely for church members. We discussed this once more at our September church meeting and members gave their approval for a new approach.
In the new Directory we will include all members who wish to have their details included, and we will also include other attendees who will be invited by church elders to add their details if they so wish. These will be people who have been attending church for some time and who are involved in the church community, but who have not yet become members. Members will be identified by having and M after their name and Friends by a F. Directories will only be issued by the elders to current church members and Friends included in it. We will try and update the directory annually.
Alan Simpson and I will be working on updating the Directory during October and will have forms for members who need to amend their details from the beginning of October. Please check that your details are correct in the current directory. Unless we hear from you we will assume that you would like your current details to be reissued in the new directory. Please return the forms for the Directory by the end of October. Thank you.
Liz Swanwick, Church Secretary 

October Rotas, swap if necessary and amend the copy in the reception room 

	Duty
	2nd 

October

October
	9th October 
	16th October
	23rd October
	30th October

	Duty Elder 
	Carol or Dennis Allen
	Shirley Welsh
	Hilary Green
	Martine Carter
	Peggy Tresise

	Vestry Elder 
	Hilary Green
	Rod Irvine
	Shirley Welsh
	Peggy Tresise
	Lionel Jones

	Reader 1 
	Joan Kingham
	Lionel Jones
	Liz Swanwick
	Edna Mellerup
	Vivienne Dean

	Reader 2 
	Liz Swanwick
	Will Peacocke
	Jayne Parsons
	Zoe Avastu
	Gwyn Goulden

	Door Duty 
	Eric Murray and Farida
	Carole Bye and  

Ronnie Harding
	Gloria & Mike 

Pritchard
	Zoe Avastu 

Rod Irvine
	Enid Fullard 

Joan Kingham

	Welcome Team 
	Elaine Jones Carole Bye
Malcolm Harris
	Charlotte Carter Tarina Cieciura
Ron

Swanwick
	Jan Strutt Gray Strutt
Peggy Tresise
	Zoe Avastu Joan Kingham
Helene Dalrymple
	Shirley Welsh Matt Welsh
Ronnie Harding

	Flower Distribution 
	
Enid Fullard
	
Hilary Green
	
Mary Sherrat
	
Carole Bye
	Ronnie Harding


Communion Preparation: Angela Simpson
Communion Servers: Shirley Welsh, Martine Carter, Jan Strutt, Rodney Irvine 

    Share a Prayer, and make Dursley Tab a powerful prayer base.
1.  Please pray for all our church organisations starting up for the new sessions, Junior     Church, Fury, Tab Tribe, Women’s Guild, Men’s Group, Our Fellowship Groups and the continuance of the Family Café’remember also those of our fellowship who are housebound.

2.  Please hold Martine in your prayers as she seeks to establish an after school youth group for the more vulnerable teenagers in our community.  Please pray for grants to set up the club, a venue, plenty of support and the smooth working out of any problems that may arise.

3.  Stroud,Dursley and Cam  Food Bank.  Pray for the setting up of this food bank and the appointment of those needed to organise it .

4.  Pray for the victims of flooding in Pakistan, over 5 million have been affected,  many without food, clean drinking water, medical aid and shelter from the continuing rain.  Oxfam is mounting an emergency response to get aid to those affected by fresh flooding in the Sindh province in Pakistan.  This is the second year of flooding in Pakistan, many of those affected had not fully recovered from last year’s mega-floods. The Tabernacle are having a retiring collection for two consecutive weeks if anyone wishes to make a donation.  
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DursleyTabernacle Wot’s On
www.dursleytab.org.uk


